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PREFACE. 


H E frequent Alarms 

which we have from the 

many foul Miſcarriages of wan- 
ton Lewd. Sinners, do give ſo . 
much occaſion for all united en- 
deavours to: check. and ſuppreſs 
the growing Abomination ; That 
IJ ſhall make no Apology. for the 
preſent Service here offered, as 
owrng. to my Country. | 
Tho I expeil but very courſe 
Rewards, for offering. to ſtir in 


the 55 0 neſt, who will hard- 


ly forbear to hiſs and avenge | 


A 3 them- 


The Preface. 


themſelves, as far as they can 
*6ach-withtheir venemons fting 5: 


Tet where uch is the caſe. 7h hat 
not only ſome Managers of the 
Stage ſet their Wits a work to 
Geedits the moſt- deteſtable 
Cauſe, and thereby give all the 
Futuuragemem they are able to 
Yhe ſcandalons Tribe  ( And 
ſuch Looſe Principles may be 
expected even naturally, to K. 
ſie in diſſolute Manners:) But 

ent Home t har carry the Face 
Religion, can yet tate ſuch 
"E3berty of running into the fil- 


themſelves," and Plague their 
werehbuirs, and give occation 
to the enemies of the Lord 


thy Comderſation, as to Loſe 


to Blaſpheme, ard ſpeak evil 
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The Preface. 
of the way of Truth; for 
teaching its Profeſſors to Pra- 
ctice no better: It's time, they, 
to rub up the Memories of ſuch, 
as can fo Forget themſebves'; 
and try to awaken their drowſy 
Senſe, who are in ſuch danger 
to be Hard'ned, thro' the De- 
ceitfulnefs of Sin. 

And 75 the Help come too 
late, and the Attempt prove in- 
effettual, to Reclaim the Taint- 
ed, and to ſtop thoſe that ar 
driving on in the Luſtful Career; 
Tet I am not without hope, that 
it may prove of ſome uſe, to PFe- 
ſerve the Whole, and warn the 
Tempted, to flart back from 
throwing themſelves upon their 
own Shame and Ruin. 

To 


Tae Protace: 
To this end therefore do I 
now produce, and ſeek to Im- 
prove, the famous Inſtance of a 
brave Xoungſter; that main- 
tain d his Virtue and his Ho- 
nour,' againſt all the Artifice 
and  Importunity of. a moſt | 
charming Tempter. That, ſee- 
ing what has. been done may be 
done, None may alledge any 
eircumſtances of their Caſe, for 
the Neceſſitxof carrying ſo Wick- 
edly, as to aft quite contrary ; 
_ But be ambitious to follow. the 
Example ſ great and Worthy : 
And thus, thro God's Grace, ſe- 
cure and win. the happieſt Victo- 
ry, the ſweeteſt Peace, and the 
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CHASTITY. 


H E Story of JOSEPH con- 
tains ſuch a noble Subject of 
Conſideration ; as is much 
| the more IIluſtrious for all: 
thoſe bright Rays of Divine Influence, 
which we may obſerve here and there, 
ſo remarkably falling into it. 

For even in every Turn of his Af 
fairs a kind Providence {till followed 
him, and watch'd over him; to take 
Care of him; and to chuſe his Inheritance. 
for him. Yea; —_ things went _— 
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ſo Croſs with him, Vet under the very 
Frowns of the World Heaven Smil'd 
upon him. 3 = 

And the leſs do I Wonder to find 
ſuch Wonderful Paſſages in his Life, 
When I look upon him as a Type and 
an eminent Repreſentative of our bleſ- 
ſed Lord himſelf; both in his Depreſ- 
ſion and Temptation, and alſo in his 
Riſe and Exaltation: Being Spighted 
and Sold away by his Brethren; Falſe- 
ly Accuſed, and condemned to Lye 
and Suffer with Malefactors: Yet he 
happily Weather'd out all the Storms; 
and nothing could prevent his Ad- 
vancement to Honour, and that even 
of the higheſt Poſt. 


He was made to be Great: But little | 
would one have thought ſo at his firſt | 


Setting out; When twice he was Bar- 
ter d away, as a Beaſt, in the Market; 
firſt by his own neareſt Kindred, to the 
Iſmaelite Carriers going down into E- 
gypt; And again, by thoſe Chapmen, 
to Potiphar the Captain of Pharoah's 
Guard. 84 


But 2 his very Adverſity Proſperi- 
ty did attend him; Becauſe the Lord 
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of CHASTITY. 
was -with him. For whom God will 
Raiſe, in vain do Men endeavour to 


Suppreſs. His new Maſter, the Egyp- 
tian Officer took notice, That the Lord 


| made all which Joſeph did to Proſper in 


his hand. Gen. 39. 3. And therefore 
he caſt a very Sweet aſpe& upon him; 
and Joſeph found Favour in his fight, 
ver. 4. Nor did he any more ule him 
as a Slave or Underling ; but made him 
Overſeer. of his Houſe , and all that he 
had he put into his hand. 

Whereupon he quickly found what 
a Wiſe thing he had done; and what a 
profitable Superintendent over his Affairs 
he had found: For every thing Suc- 
ceeded the better wherein Jeſeph had a 
hand : And thenceforward, the Bleſſing 
of the Bord was upon all that he had, in 
the Houſe and in the Field. Ver. 5. There- 
fore did he deliver up all to Joſeph's Ma- 
nagement; and Truſted the whole that 
he had to this new Steward's Cuſtody; 
with whom he was fo highly N | 
that, he took no further Care to Loo 
after any thing himſelf: But it's faid, 
ver. 6. He knew not ought he had, ſave the 
Bread which he did eat. 

This was a mighty Confidence in a 
Stranger : But he knew what he did, 
_ B 2 and 


414 The Glorious Fiftory 
Willi! and how well the Truſt was plac'd, in 
ſuch a Favourite of Heaven; crown'd 
with Bleſſings from above, and a con- 
tinued Series of all good Succeſs. 
Where we ſee a Maſter happy in the 


beft Servant ; and a Servant as happy 
in the kindeſt Maſter. 


But in this uncertain World, alas, 
What ſweet Sunſhine, without a Suc- 
ceſſion of Clouds and Storms? What 
bright Day, that does not cloſe up in a 
dark Night? When all was ſo Flou- 
riſhing with Jeſeph, and every thing 
round about him look'd ſo Gay upon 
him; Vet there was a foul Tempeſt 
hanging over him; and an i/ Inſtrument 
deviſing Wickedneſs againſt him; To 
involve him in Trouble and Miſchief; 
aud give him the hardeſt Task, to ſave 
Arſt his Virtue, and then his Life. 
His Miſtreſs became the Lewd 
Tempter, to Haunt and importune 
him; and ( forgetting her Sex as well 
as her Duty, ) very urgent and Preſ- 
ling She was with him, and with re- 
—_ Onſets hung burdenſome upon 
im. And when ſhe found herſelf 


Baffled in the Attempt ; That there was 
Bos * no 
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no Gaining of her point; but the holy 
good Man, tho' wearied out of his 
Patience, would not part with his In- 
nocence; ſtood the Shock of all her 
Solicitations; and not only deſpis'd 
her Courtſhip, but Abhorr'd Les Moti- 
ons: The Love and Luft then turn'd 
all to Spight and Rage; and the Impu- 
dence of an audacious Strumpet grew 
to the Hardineſs of a notorious Lyar: 
She went and made an Uproar in the 
houſe, and forg'd-a Devilith Falfhood; 
Telling firſt to the Servants, and then 
to the Maſter, (aſſoon as he came 
home,) What a Villain this Joſeph had 
ſhew'd himſelf; violently to aſſault her 
Chaſtity; So that for her own Safety 
ſhe was forc'd to make an Outcry; u 
on which, the Guilty fled, and left his 
Coat behind him; which ſhe kept as 
the Monument and Evidence of his 
Crime, to ſhew and Convince her 
Lord. 
See how fruitful is one Wickedneſs 
to breed another; and allo how cun- 
ning to Palliate and defend it ſelf. For 
here was a very- plauſible Tale, like to 
find credulous Ears; Yea, to win Pity 
and Favour to the ſeemingly Opprelſled 
and to pull on Indignation and Re- 
TY | 3 venge 


\| 6 The Glorious Victory 
venge upon the daring Aggrefor. Such 
a quick and witty Invention have the 
Obnoxious to cover their Shame ; And 
ſo ready is the Father of Lyes to help 
cut his Vaſlals, and fuggeſt to ein 
ſomewhat or other {till to Credit their 
Cauſe, and Defend themſelves in the 
poſſeſſion of their Luſts, 0 
And this Plot, ſo laid, did take and 
had the Effect which ſhe wiſh'd. For 
the Maſter, upofi his Wife's Report of 
the Matter, was all in a Flame: Hrs 
wrath was kindled. - Ver. 19. And too 
haſty without further Enquiry or Ex- 
amination of the Allegation , and too 
uncharitable to his good and faithful 
— , preſently clapt him up in 
riſon. | F mh 
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Thus may Innocence be ſpit upon 
and run down ; and fuch as ſtand never 
ſo clear and untainted, may yet hear 
Hard things and lye under the fouleſt 
Reproaches ; as if they were the worſt 
of men that deſerv'd it all. | 
But this will not Laſt alway. No; 
God in his due time will Vindicate the 
Cauſe of his flander'd Servants, and 


bring forth their Righteouſneſs as the Light, 
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of CHASTIZE 3) 
and their Judgment as the Noon-day. Pſal. 
37. 6. Tho' the Wicked watcheth the 
Righteous, and ſecketh to ſlay him; the 
Lord will not leave him in his hand, nor 
coudemn him when he is Judged. Ver. 32, 
73. Therefore (it follows, ) Wait on 
the Lord, and keep his way. Be not diſ- 
couraged there to proceed , Becauſe 
thou doſt. Well and heareſt III: For 
(yet) he ſhall Exalt thee to inherit the 
Land; and when the Wicked are cut off 
then ſhalt ſee it. ; 

So did it prove, here, in the Caſe of 
this Im way 4.7 and Abuſed Servant of 
the Lord : Tho' he was made a Priſoner, 
Vet even here he found ſuch Favour, 
that he was Truſted as the head Gaoler, 
and had Liberty to do his own Plea- 
ſure; and all the reſt were Order'd as 
he gave the word. Yea, the very Pri- 
ſon, that Low place, was made a Step 
to his higheſt Preferment ; even the 
next place to the Throne, and to Go- 
vern all the Land of Egypt. 

For the Lord making him Miſe as an 


Angel of God, to Interpret Dreams; 


firſt thoſe of Pharaoh's Butler and Ba- 


ker in the Priſon : Upon the credit of 
this he was after call'd rc do as much 
for the King himſelf; to Interpret pH, 
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raohs own Dreams: Which he did (6 
much to the King's Content ; that he 
thereupon preſently ſet him up to that 
eminent Height deſcribed, Gen. 41. 
40, 41, 42, 43. Thou ſhalt be over my 
Houſe ;- and according to thy word ſhall all 
my people be Ruled. Only in the Throne 
will I be greater than thou. And Pharaoh 
ſaid to Foſeph, See ] have ſet thee over ail 


the Land of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off 


Bis Ring from his hand, and put it upon 


Jeſeph's hand ; and array d him in veſturas 
"of fine Linnen, (or Silk,) proper for that 
hot Country ;)- and put a Gold chain a- 


Bout his neck: Aud he made him to Ride 
in the ſecond Chariot that he had; And 
they cried before him, Bow the Knee: And 
he made him Ruler over all the Land of E- 
' f. | +> I 1171 
ids here was Virtue and Piety 
breaking out of Clouds and Obſcu- 
rity, to a glorious Luſtre and Dignity: 
As the Apcſele repreſents it, Acts 7. 9, 
10. The Patriarchs moved with envy , 
Sola Foſeph into Egypt; but God was with 
Him, and deliver d him out of. all his Afli- 
ions; and gave him Favour and Wijdom 
in the ſight of Pharaoh King of Egypt: 
And he made him Governor over Egypt, 


Aud: 
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And now he was in a condition to 
Retaliate and be even with his ſpiteful 
Brethren that ſold him away: And ve- 
ry kindly, indeed, he was Reveng'd up- 
on em; firſt ro entertain em with the 
beſt Fare, and all the endearments of 
comfortable words and obliging carri- 
age; at the diſcovery and opening of 
himlelf to em: And afterwards, to 
pleaſure em with all the Fat and the 
Good of the Land of Egypt, wherein he 
Enſtated and ſettled em, and all that 
belong'd ro em. So highly ſetting up. 
his whole Family, as well as wonder- 
fully Reviving the. Spirit of his aged - 
Father, not only to ſee the face of that 
Son whom he had given up for Loſt, , 
bur alſo to enjoy the Tranſporting ſight, , 
and ſhare in the happy Fruits of his 
Greatneſs and Glory and Lordſhip over 
all the Land. 


And tho' ſuch Splendor and Honor is 
not always to be reckon'd upon in this 
. that do Righteouſly, and 
Suffer Wrongfully : Vet, whoever thou 
art, when Conſcious to thy own Inte- 
grity, tho' Aſperſed and heavily Char- 
ged with the things which thou haſt not 
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done, and dreſt up for ſuch a one as 
thou knoweſt thy ſelf not to be: Then 
be in no Care about the matter; So as 
to break out in Bluſter, and execute 
Vengeance: But Wait patiently for the 
Lord, and commit thy Cauſe to him that 
juageth righteouſly, Never feiring but, 
in good time, he will lay open Myſte- 
Ties of Iniquity, and bring to Light the 
hidden things of Darkneſs; put thy Ac- 
cuſers to Confuſion, and make them to 
know That he has Loved thee. | 

O what a Guard and ſtrong Tower is 
Uprightneſs, To make the Rightequ: 


Bold as @ Lyon, and Undaunted under 
all Calumnies and Abuſes! Never Vio- 


late Conſcienee then; But ſtem the Tide 
of all Temptations that would put thee 
beſide thy Duty; and ſtill preſerve thy 
Integrity: So ſhalt thou find it a ſure 
Friend and a ſweet Retreat to thee, 
whatever befalls thee. Relolve with 


that Upright man, Job 27. 6. My Righ- 


Zeouſneſs I hold faſt; and will not let it 
go: My Heart ſball not reprove me ſo long 
r liue. And take pattern by the Ex- 


.ccllent Perſon here To Act bravely, 


as he did, when any way Tempted as 


. he was: To put off all the Circumven- 


tions and Inſinuatibns, all the Invei- 
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of CHASTITT. rt 
glements and perſuaſions of any Tem- 
pters to Folly and Filthineſs, with ſuck 
a Replication as his here, | How can I de 
this great Wickedneſs, and Sin againſt- 
God ?] | 


The Interrogation ſpeaks his Deteſta- 
tion of the Lewdnelſs to which he was 
ſollicited : That he would not hear talk 
of any ſuch thing. Tho' he ſhewd the 
Reſpect to a Miſtreſs, ſo as to Reaſon and 
withſtand her with Arguments; and 
not preſently fted in her Face, To give 
her the hard Names ſhe deſerv'd ; Vet 
was he nothing the nearer to a Comply- 
ance and becoming a Party in her Wiel 
edneſs. For let Superiors be never ſo 
Vicious in Forgetting all their Duty; 
Yet we muſt not be ſo Rude with em 
as to forget all Decency: But give em 
the Deferance belonging to their Places; 
And at the ſame time ſhew ſuch Reſent- 
ment of their Ungodlineſs, as to let 
em underſtand, That we cannot Brook 
or like it any better in them than in any 
others; Nor will ever be Awed or In- 
fluenced by them to Conſent and join 
with 'em; and ſo Loſe our ſelves with 


Him that is infiaitely Greater and Bet» 


ter 
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ter than any of them. Here is the 
handſome and unanſwerable Putt- off, 
How can I do this great Wickednefs, and Sin 
aint GOD L 
It ſignifies an abſolute Refuſal of the 
Evil ſuggeſted: As much as if he had 
ſaid, I will not do it. But leaſt that 
{hould be taken for too Blunt and ſhort, 
28 carrying. more of Will than of Rea- 
ſon in it; The holy. Man ſo contrives 
his Anſwer, as to be full of Argument: 
Io carry a ſhining Light and a ſharp 
Comvictien in it: And not only to give 
a Repulſe, but at the ſame time alſo an 
implicit In ſtruct ion to the Tempting 
Companion. | SH 2%" 
. * How can 4 doit 2] Suppoſes not only 
an Unreaſonableneſs, but a kind of n- 
poſſibility in the caſe; for any right In- 
genious and Pious Man ( when Hin- 
elf) to be fo Concern'd. Again, He 
declares his utter Averſion ta it as an 1] 
thing, ne ver to be Allowed - How can 1 
as this |:Wickedneſs ? ] Vea more than 
an ordinary Evil, an Aggravated: Ini- 
quity ; This ¶ Great]. Wickednefs." And 
yet further, He throws it out with In- 
dignation, Not only as an Injury to his 
Neighbour and his Maſter; but a hei- 


IF ; 


agus Offence and Provocation 3 
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the his Supream Lord and Maker: Hom can 8 
MM, 1 ao this great Wickedneſs, Aud Sin a+ 
Sin gainſt G0? !! es 


Now, this was to ſtrike all dead; 


the J. d. Speak not a word more to me of 
had any ſuch matter; Tis to no purpoſe: 
that For God is againſt it; and therefore 1 
ort, cannot, I will not ever be for it. If it 
eas be to Turn him againſt me who is moe 
ives than all the World to me, I will never 
mt: hearken to thee; nor to any one upon 
harp earth that ſhould ſo offer to Tempt me. 
give No; How can I do this great Wickedneſs, 
o an and Sin againſt Gad? 

ting \ 

only But before I take into conſideration 
In- the Manner of his Conquering the 
In- Temptation, Let me obſerve how he 
Him- was Put to it; and to what a Height 
„He the Temptation did riſe upon him, in 
an III a meaſure more than ordinary, to Try 
can I him. For the one will more IIluſtrate 


than and Set off the other; And the bright. 
Ini- er will ſhine that Victory where have 


And been the ſharper Rencounters and the 
h In- greater Difficulty. The higher Re- 
to his non is due to thoſe Warriors who 


a hei- have Grappled with Enemies and Hard- 
gainſt ſhips, which to others might 117. 
| 1 | Inju=- 


14 be Glorious Victory 
nſuperable; And have made their Way 
through ſuch | Bruſhes and Ob ſtaclec, 
where weak or common Forces would 
eee Vielded and given up 


.. Now the Temptations of Joſeph were 
not barely from the Pleaſures of Sin, 

and thoſe Brutiſh Delights of Gratify- 
ing fleſhly Luſts; which is that Wide 
and png Pooch where ſo great a part 
of chis World is commonly plung'd 
and Loſt: This was not all; That he 


to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs ; 
When the Whoriſh Woman had ſo laid 
the Scene; That the Maſter was abroad; 
and they were ſo Solitary as to be out 
of the Reach of all other Com pany: 
But there were ſome things more pecu- 
Jiar in the Temptation: Such as, The 
Proſperity of the Tempted; The Sex 
of the Tempter ; Her Doting upon 
him; and her Superiority over him. 


: NF. The Perſon Tempted was Young, 
and Hail and Proſperous; In the Flower 


and briskneſs of a firm ; Conſtitution 15 


{ 


had the Opportunity to take his Fill of 
_ thoſe Stollen Sweets, and glut himſelf. 


and prime of his Age; In the Vigor 
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In the warmth and. Fermentation of 
Blood and Spirits; Basking in the 
Smiles of Fortune; Favoured by a po- 
tent Maſter; and made the Topping 
Man of all his Family; To have what 
he would, and to Command all as he 
pleas'd. 2 

Here was the fine flouriſhing Junge 
fler, (one might have thought ) fe 
to be catch'd in the Devil's Snare of 
fleſhly Pleaſure; Right for the purpoſe 
To ſwallow the Baits of Luſt, even as 
ſoon as thrown before him. But he 
prov'd another Man; and ſhew'd him- 
{elf more Wiſe and Stanch than ſo to 
be Caught: That be would not fly to 
the ſo common Excuſe of Lewdneſs, 
and ſmooth it off, as a Trick ef Youth : 
No; but let the World fee, That a 
Young, Freſh, Lively Man, could yet 
be a Chaſte, Virtuous, Honeſt, and 
Godly Man: And ſo made good, 
what after he ſaid, Gen. 42. 18. 1 Fear 
Cad. STEWIE 

And O how truly great and Praiſes 
worthy is it For them that are Vouth- 
ful, Healthy and Vigorous, To be So- 
ber, Modeſt, and Religious! So to Re- 
member their Creator, as not to be drawn 


away by the Temprter W 


16 The Glorious Piftory 


not under the Decays of Nature, nor 
oing aown the Hi; (as they call it:) 
But Coming into the World, and puſh'd on 
by Fleſh and Blood to follow the com- 
mon Way of the World: Yet you De- 
cline it, and Mortify the Youthful Luſte ; 
and will not run with the giddy Gang 
to their wild Aſſemblies and-Exceſles, 
Sportings and Fooleries; This, indeed, 
is now your high Honour, and preſa- 
ges alſo your everlaſting Pleaſure. 
Tho the Corrupt Sinner will be 
your Cenſurer, and Applaud the Lewd 
Voungſter, When he has committed 
his vile: Prank, Crying, I commend 
him for it; What thould: he do eli® ? 
Your God and your Conſcience, and 
all thar are Wiſe and Worthy will in- 
deed Juſtify and. Praiſe you for. the 
Contrary. * | 
And therefore. does the Young Je- 
ſeph Live ſo: Renowned in the memo- 
ries of God's Servants, and will do ſo 
to the World's end; For holding in 
the Luſts, and Keeping under the Bo- 
dy, which would have thrown him up- 
on the enticing Wickedneſs. And his 
wanton Miſtreſs ſhe ſtands Recorded, 
only to be Expo and Abominated by 
all the World; as much as her Laſtivi- 
220 | A Ous 
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ous Overtures were Rejected and Loath- 
ed by this truly Good and Worthy 
Hero: Who did not eſcape the Scorch- 

ing, becauſe he had nothing in his Na- 
ture to take Fire : But becauſe his Grace 
and Virtue over-rul'd every thing that 
was oppoſite and contrary to his Du» 


dy. . 


For to ſome, Tis ſmall thanks that 
they Abſtain; and not ſo much their 
holy Choice, as their bodily Temper. 
And ſo they may be Proud of that, 
which is none of their Praiſe: And 
when Cold and Dry,” or- Diſtemper'd 
and Afflicted, may Inſult, inſtead of 
Pirying the Tempted : , Becauſe they 
know not how hard is the Battel of 
Chaſtity, where is compleat Vigor of 
Body and all Worldly n : 

But to be under the Circumſtances 
of a Jeſeph; Young and Luſty, Freſh 
and fair Liking ; having all about him 
to Pleaſe, and nothing to Trouble 
him: Yet to poſſtſs his Veſſel in Sant iſi- 
cation aud Honour; and not admit of a 
Temptation to Corrupt him, Tho. of- 
fer'd with all the Addreſs and Invita- 
tion imaginable. to him; (Hic. Laber, 

| Hoc 
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18 The Glorious Victory 
hoc opus eſt:) This is an Atchievement 


worthy of a Here; and ſuch Honor as 
belongs only to God's Saints. 


2. The Temptation was greater from 
the Sex of the Tempter. That a e- 
man thould ſo Beſet a Man; Tho' it 
redounded moe to her Infamy, as being 
the Reverſe of that Modeſty which is the 
Woman's Glory; and ſhew'd her to be 
arriv'd at the Impudence which many 
a Woman, tho' quite too Bad, yet is 
not reach'd to: I ſay, Tho' the Lewd 
Attack branded the Woman for a Stig- 
matiz d creature, meriting the utmoſt 
Confuſion; Yet, at the ſame time, 
How much bigger did it render the 
Tryal to a Man; and ſuch a Polite 
- Courtly man, as Joſeph was? To caſt 
Scorn and Diſdain upon a Female Solli- 
citor? When, even the common uſage 
of the World, in moſt places, gives 
ſo much Reſpect to that Sex, and Honor 
to the weaker Veſſel, That their very 
Requeſts paſs for Commands; and Men 
count it Rude to caſt out the Suit, 
where a Woman is the Petitioner. 

- But here the Courtier had rather be 
thought a Clown than be found a Brute 
. Aa 


— 
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and would Pleaſe no Lady on earth, To 
Loſe himſelf with his great Lord in 
Heaven. And ſurely Joſeph was in the 
right, Not to mind ſo much the Perſon 
| asking, as the Thing asked. For had it 
rom been fit for a Modeſt Woman to Seek, 
and for a Worthy Man to Grant, How- 
jo it ever Great or Hard to be done, He'd 
being have ſtrove: for the Honour of fulfil 
is the ling her Defice. Ay, but when it was 
to be that which was Impudent to be Re- 
many queſted and Criminal to be Yielded, 
et is He could not then Complement her with 
Lewd Bf God's Right; nor give his Body to the 
Stig- Veman, when at the ſame time he muſt 
emoſt I give his Soul to the Devil. 
time, | 

er the „Das 

Polite And how well had it been for us all, 
o caſt If the firſt Man had ſhew'd more of 
Solli- this Szifneſs ; and been leſs eaſy and 
uſage ¶ Compla;ſant to a Woman, In ſuch an III 
gives I thing as was againſt God's Expreſs 
; Honor ¶ charge; and not think to Excuſe it, as 
very] he did, Gen. 3. 12. The Woman which 
d Men thou gaveſt is be with me, She gave me of 


1Ent 
T aS 


Suit, the Tree, and I did Eat? | 

F If any Woman have the Face to pro- 
her be poſe what is ſo baſe and Wicked; or 
Brute; make Signs for the doing of fuch a 


and thing, 


20 The Glorious Victory 
thing, as no Man that Fears God can 
Conſent to, or Allow of; Thou muſt 
have the Face then, the Courage and 
the Conſcience, To put her ill Manners 
to ſhame, in Frowning upon the fulſom 
Wanton, and ſcorning the ungodly 
Motion. And in ſuch a caſe, Fear not 
to Forget thy Breeding and thy Court ſbip; 
when any Infamous creature can ſo For- 
get her Sex and her G . 


* 


* = 


3. The Temptation grew upon J- 
ſeph, That it was not only a Woman 
which offer'd it, but ſuch a one as Doted 
- 7m him and had him in Admiration; 

as ſo Fond of him, that She Longed 
after him and day by day became a 
Beggar to him. For it's faid; (as the 
Fomes and Inſtigation to her wild A- 
mours) ver. 6. Joſeph was: a Gooaly per- 
fon and well. fauoured: He was of a Ta- 
king Aſpect, and made the Lovely F:- 
gure. And it came to paſo after theſe 
things , That his Maſter's Wife caſt her 
exes upen Joſeph, and ſbe ſaid, Lye with me. 
Thus ſhe Looked ſo as to Lu; and 
through her Eyes paſt the Concupiſcence 
which fir'd her Hebrr. 4 An 
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Now here were the Eyes full of Adul- 
tery, That could not ceaſe from Sin, 2 Pet. 
2. 14. Thus David's Luſt that coſt 
him ſo very dear, enter'd in, upon the 
licentious Gazing on Bathſbebn. 2 Sam. 
11. 2. And O how many have been 
betrayed and undone by the Threves 
coming in at theſe 'Caſements:! Theres 
fore if we do not make Job's Covenant 
with our Eyes, Not 10 Look; Yet I am 
ſure it is no more than Needful for us, 
To make David's Prayer to God, That 
he would Reſtrain em from Looking 
ro our Hurt and Ruin. Pſal. 119. 37. 
Turn away mine Eyes from bebolding Vas 
ay. ks” 


Tho! Beauty, as it is the Creature 
of God, and a ſort of filent Harmony 
and charming Muſick to the Eye, is 
not to be defam'd and fet at Naught; 
But that which is Lovely in it ſelf, de- 
ſerves to be Loved by us, So that it be 
the Object of an Inferior Love, and 
not made the Fewel of burning Luſt: 
Yer, there's a Snare and danger in it 
both to the Poſſeſſors of it, and to the 


Gazerf at it.. 


They 
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They that have it lye under the 
Temptation to be Proud of it.; To 
Value themſelves too much upon it ; 
and to be fo Pleasd and tickled with 
the Praiſe of it, as the eaſier to be 
catch'd in the Toyls of thoſe that have 
no better Deſign upon em, than thereby 
to Entrap em. And thus, their Va. 
niſhing Beauty helps to draw upon 'em 
an everlaſting Deformity; and by their 
fair Faces they Loſe their precious 
Souls. | | 
And they alſo, that give themſelves 
to Gaze on Beauty till they are Entan- 
led and overcome, (as here Potiphar's 
ife was,) O how do they ſacrifice 
all their better Senſe to their bodily 
Sight, and let out their Wits and their 
Souls at their Eyes ; Till they leave 
nothing but Fools and Brutes behind! 
When ſuch ſplendid Images of the al- 
luring Objects are imprinted on the 
Brain, that nothing elſe can be Thought 
of, or counted worth the Regarding 
Then God and Chriſt, and Heaven 
and the Glory Eternal, are all forgotten 
and Poft-pox'a ; Yea, all Sold away and 
Given up, for a Face; i. e. for a piece 
of finer dirt. 


Thus 
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Thus the vain Woman here made 
herſelf ſo Vile. She that might (if 
ſhe would ) have diſcern'd and ſafely. 
view'd another and better Beauty in 
Joſeph, Had the lo6k'd further than his 


poor periſhing Body, into his precious 


heavenly. Soul; She might thus have 
entertain'd her Contemplation, not to: 
Deſtruction, but to Edification ; and 
might have ſeen there the Wiſdom, 
the Grace, and Piety, which ſhould 
have control her Folly ; and ſtruck 
dead all the very Thoughts of her 
Laſcivious Impurity : But the Luſt ſo 
bloated her Eyes, ſhe could ſee nothing 
but that Fleſh which was the Fewel of 
her Mild. re; and made her covet no- 
thing ſo much as her Sin and Shame 
and undoing. 4 
And O how many Unthinking men 
do thus Loſe themſelves , and become 
Captives not only to their Harlors, but 
to the Murderer of their Souls; and ſo, 
may come at laſt to wiſh That they had 
never enjoyed the uſe of their Sight ,/ 
rather than ſo to Abuſe it; only to 
debauch their Minds; and feed their 
Luſts, and Ruin their Souls * F 
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But how great here was the Tempta- 
tion to Joſeph, That ſuch a one ſhould 
be ſo much Taken with him; and firſt 
ſet her Eyes and-then her Heart upon 
him; and Deſpiſe all'elſe in compariſon 
of him. For how apt are we highly, 
to Prize thoſe that have the high Eſteem 

for us? And to think our ſelves oblig'd 
in a Juſt, as well as Kind Retaliation; 
To Return Love back again to our Lo- 
vers? Being naturally Fond of our 
ſelves, we cannot hut Like well of 
ſuch as Agree with us, to think as fa- 
vourably of us and entertain the dear 
Kindneſs for us. : 
Yet how much ſoever Joſeph might 
think this Pretender was Enamoured 
with him, He would nor be Entangled 
aby Her; nor let her Admiration of 
\ſ him be the Lare to Catch him in her 
10 Snares. No; He Lookt un her Eyes 
1 as ſo Vitiated with a Peccant humor, 
1 That ſhe could ſee nothing in him but 
0 what was fit to ſerve her Lewd deſign 
| upon him : And then he abhorr'd to 
4 think, That ever the Servant of God 
mould Trauckle to fo vile a purpoſe: 
Yea, 'twas enough to put him quite hor 
s g 
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of CH ASTITY. 25 
of conceit with that Beauty whick 
ſhould be made the Pander to Iniquity - 
and to put him upon wiſhing, That 
his Face had been all but a Scab, rather 
than it ſhould ever be uſed as a Bait to - 

the Devil's Snare. | FE 


And here, See the Vanity to be 
catch'd with the Complexion or Pro- 
portion of a Face; which is one of 
thoſe common Traps, by which the E. 
2 beguiles and Takes ſo many ſilly 
Souls. And thœu that makeſt ſuch an 
Idol of a Face; and thou that makeſt 
ſuch a work to ſet: off that Face and 
render it more Alluring, to draw in 
the: Eyes of Fools; O think with thy 
ſelf, where will be the Pride of that 
Face, when Sickneſs Age and Death 
have come ore it, and all demoliſbt it 
for-ever,. 1 io ::: | 
And O what Joy then wilt thou 
have in the :Encominums and Remem- 
brance of that Face, which was made 
the price of Soul, both thy own and 
others? That coſt thee thy Soul, for 
making it the great Incentive of thy: 
Pride and Luſt; and that coſt the Sou 
alſo of thoſe * thou didſt ſet _ 
Abe le 
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elf to bewiteb, and draw em from their 
God and their duty, to dote on thy 


Beauty, and to partake with thee in thy 
ſinful Vanity, thy deſtructive Folly. 


Joſephs Temptation roſe up yet 
. Een his Miſtreſs's 3 
ver him; That ſhe was in Place and 
Quality ſo much above him. And to 
have ſuch a one's Favour was no ſmall 
matter; But the Privilege whereof 
many a one would have been ſo Proud, 
as to Buy it even at any Rate. O how 
Few would have thought it a dear Pur- 
chaſe, to pawn their Cha#ity for it? 
Would not ſome rather have boaſted 
of the Honour, than ſtuck at the Sins? 

They that can Glory in their Shame, 
When it is but to have their Will of 
an inferior Proftitute; Yea, that can Be- 
Ty themſelves To braf of their Lewd- 
neſs, even with ſuch as they have not 
- Touched ; How would they have 
fwel'd with the Attainment, To get 
up into their Honourable Mafter's Bed! 
Yea, to be Courted to it by one fo 
much their Superiour ; and thereby to 


gratify their Pride and Luft both toge- 
5 Such 
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Such as can Stoop, and debaſe their 
Souls into a Subjettion to the vileſt 
Strumpet, where they may get nothing 
but to empty their Souls of Honeſty, 
and their Purſes of Money; and to fill 
their Names with a Brand, their Bo- 
dies with a Plague, and their Con- 
ſcience with Stings, none of em ever 
to be worn off or fetch'd out; O how 


would they have applauded the Felicity 


of ſuch an Opportunity ; and reckon'd 
themſelves even Iwparadis'd, to be fa 
Preferr'd !. 119 655 | 3 

But Joſeph was Wiſer and Better, than 
to be Blinded and Gulld with ſuch 
Shews and Shams: He knew the ſine- 
colour'd Worm to be ſtill but a Worm ; 
and the Wanton Lady ,. tho? never ſo 
Gay, to be but a filthy Harlot; fuch as 
God would Judge, and, 'without any 
Reſpect of Perſons, Condemn. 


And alas, What more comfort would 
it be for thee to be ſtrangled with a 
Silken cord than with a Hempen rope? 
Thou may'ſt be as miſerably hang'd in 
Silver chains, as if they were made of 
tron. The great Whore will at laſt find 

little cauſe of Rejoicing in the*'Prore- 
5 5 2 gative, 
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28 The Glorious Victory 
gative, To be greatly Plagu'd: And 
that wretched Captive, who falls ſuch a 
Prey, will ' perceive as little Relief in 
Hell's miſery , That the Wickedneſs 
which threw him upon it, Look'd with | 
a fair Face; and made a flouriſhing Ap- | 
Pearance. | 
For all that is Damnable uſes to ſeem 
ſo Plaufible; Or elſe the Tempter 
would find. more Checks in his Trade, 
and oftner Loſe his pains;' O how ma- 
ny are now in Hell, who were Beguiled 
thither by that which once Shin'd in 
their eyes even like Heaven? Twas the 
beautiful Aſpect, the rich Equipage, 
and the gaudy Trappings of the Tem- 
ptation; i Theſe, that BefooI'd 'em and 
ndid em. And ſuch is all the De- 
vil's Frienaſbip, So to dreſs up the Sin, 
— make it fit to catch and Spill the 
oul. - 


O ſee 2 it then, as Joſeph did. 
Look beyond the Tempting bait to the 
Deadly hook. And if it be offer'd to 
thee as a piece of Kindneſs and Ad- 
vantage, Think how thou wouldſt like 
the Kindneſs To be Hugg'd to Death; 
Or what Advantage thou - wouldſt 
count 
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count it To be Drown'd in a pit of 
Milk or Honey. 

O how much more to thee is thy 
Soul's Life and Salvation, than any the: 
biggeſt Friend's Humour aid Satisfa- 
ion! Nay , is that thy Friend, who 
would pull thee from thy God and thy 
Heaven, To involve thee in the Snare 
and Condemnation of the Devil? 

O cruel Kindneſs, to do thee the 
deadly Miſchief; for which neither. 
that Friend nor all the World can ever 
make thee. any Recompence ! A true 
Friend would ſeek thy real Good, and. 
not go to make thee Miſerable for ever: 
And let him ſeem never ſo Able and 
Ready to do mighty matters for thee; 
(As what might not Joſeph now have. 
expected in this World from the Tempt- 
ing Dame? ) Vet if that Friend acts Sa- 
tan 's part, and takes the very way of a 
moſt deadly Enemy to thy Soul, Suſ- 
pe& then and Reject all the proffered 
Kindneſs; and look upon it but as the 
Devil Trick'd up in a winning Mien and 
ſplendid Attire, and ſo coming about 
thee only to put the undoing Cheat up- 


14 C 3 If 
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but Dearneſs, and raiſes thy Expectati- 
on of this and that which he will do 
for thee, (If he) go about to Invade 
thy Soul's Rights; and to Plunder 
thee of far better Goods than ever he 
can give to thee; (. e.) To bereave 
thee of thy Virtue, thy Chaſtity, thy 
preſent Peace, and thy everlaſting Feli- 
city; Tho' it be thy Superior, thy Ma- 
ſter, thy Guardian, thy chief Promo- 
ter, on whom hang all thy Worldly 
Hopes and Fortunes; Vet Scorn the 
Offer, and Defythe Tempter; and ven- 
ture all his Diſpleaſure. If he forget 
his Love and his Duty, Do not thou 
forget thy God and thy Safety. If he 
bluſh not to be ſuch a Tranſgreſſor, Thou 
needſt not blufh to be his Reprover. If 
he bid never ſo high to make thee the 
Prey of his Luft, and a Child of Hell; 


nor do thee any the leaſt Good, 
over againſt the Loſs of thy Soul. 


1 92 O then 


If the Friend that breathes nothing 


Alas, Poor Creature, What a wretched 
Purchaſe wouldſt thou have of it, to 
gain ſuch a Friend; when to gain even 
rhe whole World would ſignify — 

2 


| 
| 
| 
; 


of CHASTITTY. zi 


O then, be choice of thy Jewel, and 
look narrowly to thy Darling, thy Dear, 
thy only One. And never let the 
greateſt of Friend, nor the moſt pro- 
miſing Advantages of the World ſo Be- 
fool and delude thee, as to prevail with. 
thee to Expoſe and Give up that, 
which, when once gone, is never to be 
Recovered : Never any manner of Com- 
penſation to be made for that Damage z 
but it will be abſolutely Irreparable ; 
and by it thou muſt lye and cry and 
ſmart and Grieve, even World with- 
out end. 

Let the Temptation come then 
from what quarter it will; Let it be 
recommended with all the Addreſs and 
Colours which Wit and Art, Wealth 
and Honour can put upon it; Yet + 
think ſtill with thy ſelf, Alas, What's 
here but a Cloud and Fiction, and an- 
empty Nothing ? What Price 1s this 
for my Soul? Here the Tempter now 
is raiſing a Miſt to dim my ſight ; and 
ſhakes his Tinſel Wares and flying Flags, 
To Dazzle my Eyes: But I fee the 
Cheat and the Danger. There's only 
a little Varniſb, and ſome Shadow of 
Good; Bur in truth alls ſtark Naught, 
and, beyond the bare Surface, nothing 
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32 The Glorious Victory 
but the worſt of Evil: I will ſtand my 
ground then, and Refif eafaſt in the 
Faith: Vea, I will Reſiſt even unto 
Blood, ſtriwiug againſt Sin; rather than 
= Loſe my God, and throw away my 
oul. F366 


But there was yet a farther Addition 
to Joſeph's ſharp Temptation, That he 
was not only to deſpiſe and forfeit al! 
the Favour which he might have found 
with his Lewd Miſtreſs; all that ſhe | 
might have done for him, and the 
Kindneſs more than ordinary which | 
the was capable, and would have been 
"Likely to ſhew him, (Complying with 
her \leafure :) Bur, in caſe of Refuſal, 
he alſo laid himſelf open to her Fury, 
and to all the Miſchief which the Re- 
ſentment of a deſpiſed, diſobliged, and 
22 Superior might bring upon 

im. | 

For what more Enrages the Tem- 
pters, than the breaking. of all their 
Meaſures ? To find their Plots imperti- 
nent, and themſelves Baffled : To have 
their Suits thrown back in their Faces; 
and inſtead of Gaining their End, to 
be put to Shame; Inſtead of Conſent, 


ro 
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to find a Reprimand; This cannot be 
digeſted by the Laſcivious Brutes; 
whoſe. dear Love. then changes Shape, 
and Fransforms it ſelf into mad Cho- 
ler: The Objects with which they 
could not prevail to make em the Cen- 

et of their Luſt, They are for 
Throwing down another way, as the 
Sacrifice of their Revenge, 


Thus it prov'd in the Caſe of Joſeph 
here. The Wanton, that unſucceſsful-- 


ly Attempted: him, turn'd bitterly. to 


Proſecute him: To lay grievous things 
to his charge, and ſeek his Ruin for 


this World, where ſhe could not hurt 
him for another. And fo he ventur'd not 


only his Liberty, but his Life to with» 

ſtand her. bk 1 
And ſuch being his * Reſolution, 

God, that Favours the Righteous, ſo 


Proſper'd him in it; That all the Miſ- 


chief which this enraged Woman ſtrove 
to bring upon him, (through that kind 
Providence which watches over the In- 
nocent oppreſſed,) did but lay a Foun- 
dation, and prepare the Way-for his 
farther Honour and Welfare. As the 
Author of the Book of / ſdom ſets 
C 5 forth 
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34 The Glorious Picton 
forth his Caſe, Chap. X. 13, 14. hen 
the Righteous was ſold, Wiſdom forſook 
him not: But deliver d him from Sin, and 
went down with him into the Pit; and | 
left him not in Bonds, Till ſbe brought him | 
the Kingdom, and Power | 
againſt them that Oppreſs d him. As for 
thoſe that had Accus'd him, ſhe ſhew'd | 
them to be Lyars : and gave him perpetual | 
Glory. 


Though thou may'ſt, then, not only | 
Loſe Advantages of the World, but 
make ſome thy cruel Enemies, and run 
thy ſelf into Straits and Hazards by 
Scorning their filthy Motions , and 
Frowning on the fawning Tempters ; 
to let em ſee that they have Miſtaken 
their Game, and that thou art not for 
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their Turn, but wilt keep Faith inviolate 


with the heavenly Bridegroom, and pre- 
ſerve the Flower untouch'd by any luch | 
Unclean hands: For which they may 
blaſt thy Reputation, yea, and evift N 
thy Deſtruction: Vet, be it ſo: Let em 
do the worſt they are able; O how 
much better is it for thee, to bear their 
Spighr, than God's Wrath ? When thou 
à Conſcience within to 8 ON 
thee, 


yolate 


d pre- 
y luch | 


Nev ; 
et em 


hov 


their 
1 thou 


1pport | 


thee, 


of CHASTITI, 5 
thee, and Heavenly Hopes in proſpeR, 
to Refreſh thee ; And, for ſome falfe 
Friends, that would Abuſe and betray 
thee, ſhalt find a Friend more and better 
than all, that will ſtick to thee, and be- 
not _ thy preſent Yindicator , but 
thy everlaſting Comforter, - 

Be ſtill on thy guard then, To ſecure. 
the main Prize; whatever thou art like - 
to get or Loſe of the World: Let not 
that be ſo much thy Care, as to main- 
tain thy Integrity, and the Purity of 
thy Soul, with ſuch a delicate Tender- 
neſs as the Libertines will call Preciſe- 
neſs, and make it the matter of their 
Laughter : But ler them Laugh that win; 
and (through the Divine Bleſſing upon 
their Care and Endeavour,) do get ſuch 


a Victory, as was here obtained by this 
Spiritual Warrior. 


And how he ſtood the Shock of all 
Aſſaults; and by what means he Sur- 
mounted thoſe Difficulties with which 
he was to Grapple, and thoſe Hazards 
which made. the Event ſo dubious ; . 
will be worth the Enquiry : Not only 
to gratify our Curioſity, but alſo to En- 
courage our Imitation of ſuch eminent 
Virtue and Piety, * 


36 The Glorious Victory 
But before I come to that which 
uite turn'd the Scale with Jeſeph, To 
etermine his Choice and govern all his 
Conduct in this matter; Let me take 
notice of ſome previous Reaſonings, by 
which he gave a Check and Repulſe to 
the Female Tempter. Ver. 8. He Re- 
Fuſed, and ſaid to his Maſter's wife; Be- 
hold, my Maſter wots not what is with mne 
in the houſe ; and be has committed all |) 
that he hath into my hand. And Ver. 9. 
Neither hath he kept back any thing from | 
me, but Thee; Becauſe thou art his wife. |? 
Where he argues from Gratitude, from 
Fidelity, and from common Honeſty. 


1. From Gratitude, and the Obliga- 
1 tion which his Maſter had laid upon 
him; In doing ſo much, as he had 
F done, for him. When he was his Pro- 
500, One that he had bought with his 
oney, at the hand of Strangers, out 
of another Country: And ſo, he 
might have us'd him only for a Slave, 
To make him ſerve as a Beaſt of Bur- 
then; Or to employ him in*the baſeſt 
Offices, and: the hardeſt Drudgeries. 
Yer ſeeing him fit for Better things, 
and, from Experience had of him, 
grows» 
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eries. 
uings, 
him, 
NOW» 


* 


factor. 


growing to entertain a ſingular Favour 
for him; He ſet him up, next Himſelf, 
to be the Head of his Houſe: And 
who but Joſeph ? whom all the reſt 
muſt have Recourſe to, and Depend 
upon, and be Order'd by. : © 
Now here, the principle of Ingenuity 
work't and prevail'd with him, To 
make him Refle&, and bethink himſelf 
Who it was that ſo deeply had Engag'd 
him, and done the things ſo exceeding 
Kind for him: And then, to Capitus 
late with the unworthy Tempter, that 
would have made him guilty of the 
reateſt Baſeneſs, moſt horridly to A- 
buſe all ſuch extraprdinary Bounty of 
his moſt generous and noble Ben 
. d. ? i 
Shall I has Retaliate and make him 
Amends , for ſuch unparallel'd Indul- 
gence and Liberality to a foreign Exile, 
a poor Stranger ; 'To put upon him an 
indelible Brand of Infamy, who has 
plac'd upon me the Marks of higheſt 
Honour and Dignity? To do him an 
irreparable Miſchief, who has done me 
ſuch wonderful Kindneſs? No: It 
ſhall never be ſaid, That Joſeph was 
ſuch a Villain: That my munificent 
Patron took the Snake into his boſom, 
8 which 
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38 The Glorious Viftory 
which fled in his Face: And that the 


Favourite of ſuch a Friend, was for | 


pecking out his Eyes. 


And O that all the Obliged of God | 
and Man would be ſo Candid, as thus | 
to Know themſelves, as well as their | 
Owners; and Remember whoſe Crea- | 
tures they are; and make them ſome | 
fairer Returns, than to pay them Ha- | 


tred for their Good-will; and only 


throw their Contempt upon ſuch as have | 


made them Conſiderable | 
Eſpecially, may the Redeemed of the 
Lerd be ever mindful of the Low 
wretched Eſtate in which he found 'em, 
and out of which he took em: And 
not offer to Cloud the Grace of God 
which has made them to Differ ! After 


they have been rais'd out of the Duſt | 
and the Dunghill, to fit with the Chil- 


dren of the moſt High, That they may | 


not Rue in the borrowed Plumes, as if 
they had not Receiv'd 'em; nor wan- 


tonly ſpurn at Him that Keeps and Feeds 


em, in the very Strength of his own | 


Largeſſes conferr'd upon em: Which 
is worſe Manners than of the Ox and 
the Aſs, that knew their Owners, and their 
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M CHASTITN 39 
Maſters Crib ; and are Ob ervant of them 
whom they find ſo Kind to 'em. 


f 


2. Joſeph argues from Fidelity to the 
Truſt which his Maſter had committed 
to him. He has ſhew'd the Confidence 
which he repoſes in me, by putting all 
under my Power; and little Concerning 
himſelf with any thing that he has: 
And ſhall I be the Traytor, toFalffy that 
Credit which he has given me, and de- 
ceive him in the good Opinion that he 
is pleas'd to have of me? This be far 
from me: Eſpecially to run into that 
moſt egregious Falſhood, and Abomi- 
nation, To Invade my Maſters Bed. 
How do I abhor the very Thoughts of 
ſuch moſt odious Treaſon ! ' And how 
Uneaſy does it make me in my Mind, 
That any one ſhould ever but offer to 
put me upon a Denial here 

And O that Servants all would give 
more Regard to the worthy Pattern of 
ſuch a true and Faithful Servant! For 
how rare are the right 8 
godly Servants to be found? How un- 

t to be Truſted are the moſt; That 
have an Eye to their Wages, more than 
to their Zuſineſs; and ſhew a far great- 
er 
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49 The Glorious Victory 

er Concern for their own Eaſe and Plea- 
ſure, than for their Maſters Credit and 
Profit; and care not how they Purloin 
and Pilfer from him; To rob him of 
their Time; and skill, and Strength, 
all which they have Hir'd out and en- 
gag d to him; and ready to ſtrike in e- 


ven with any againſt him, to Abuſe 


and Defraud him. 


O ye that are under the be, and 


have taken the Care and Truſt of ſuch | 


Places upon you, where you cannot be 


always under the Maſter's Eye; but 


muſt often be left to your ſelves, and 
to 'the proof of your own Fidelity ; 
Herein, Sirs, lies your higheſt: Praiſe 
as well as your great Concern, To ap- 
prove your Fidelity unto Mer, in doing 
all heartily as to the Lord; and for Con- 
ſcience ſake towards God your great Ma- 
ſter in Heaven; who ſees and obſerves 
you, when your Maſters on earth do 


not. For it is required in Stewands, that | 


4 man be found Faithful, 1 Cor. 4. 2. And 
all your Wit and Cunning, and all your 
Strength at work, and your quick Di- 
ſpatch is as nothing; if you are Felſe 
and ſlippery, and not punctually. mw 


* 


„ . Y ky, , Yy wa a, 7 


JF CHASTITY, 41 
neſt and Truſty ; To do your Offices 
in the Fear of God, more than for the 
Awe of men. | PTY: a OY 
- YourSlightineſs in Buſineſs and Care- 
leſneſs of your Maſter's Reputation, 
Your Profuſeneſs or Knaviſhneſs, To 
do him wilful Damage in any of his 
Goods or Concerns ; Theſe are the dead 


Flies in the Ointment, that render all elſe 
which belongs to you Unſavoury. And 


whatever you may be, in any other re- 


ſpects, This is even as bad as can be 


ſaid of you, That you cannot be Truſted : 


That any longer than you be narrowly 
Inſpected, You are good for nothing: 


hat from under the Maſter's eye you. 
have no Care what you do; and behind 
his Back, you'll even cut his Throat. 
And then, what readier way to ruin 


ody that knows you afraid to Receive 
n | 

But who will not Approve and Com- 

mend the Truſty Servant, and ſpeak for 


pane own Names; and to make every 
y 


him, and help to Promote him? This 


gives the Memory of Joſeph ſtill fo 
iweet a Savour, That he preferr'd his 
Maſter's Intereſt and Honour, before 
his own Luſt and Pleaſure; and would 


not do an ill thing to Wrong him, 


what - 
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42 The Glorious Victory 
whatever he might have got by doing | 
If. ehe! | : 
And here, (according to the uſual RY: 
ſucceſs of ſuch Self-denial;) By Deny- 
ing of himſelf, he did the great Kind. | 


eſs to himſelf : And therefore does his 
Name ſtill ſound fo Sweet and Great. 
Becauſe he would not endure the Mo- 
tion to be Falſe and naught. Here was 
the Pear! of price, A Servant worth | 
more than Gold. | | 


May all who are in that Capacity 
Look to the glorious Example, and be 
proud of the Imitation. Abide in thy 
Calling then with God; and, for his 
fake, be Juſt and True to Man. Stand 
vp for thy Maſter's Credit, and lay out 
thy ſelf Gr his Profit, as much when 
he is out of the way, as if Watching | 
over thee. Never Betray him, upon a- 


ny Temptation whatſoever: Though 


* own Luft, or thy Need, Though 
a Poor body, or thy intimate Partner, 
ſhould be the Solicitor. Nay, though 


thy Maſter ſhould Tempt thee to 


Falſe to thy Miſtreſs, or thy Miſtreſs 
Tempt thee to be Falſe to thy Maſter; 


Whoever it be that bids for thy Fideli- 


dy, 
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ty, Hear talk of no Terms, to drive 
Irhat Bargain. Buy the Truth; but ſel 
it not. d the more thou art Truſted, 
Count thy ſelf to be ſtill the farther 
Obligedt. 56s 
And where thou haſt the Kind Ma- 
ſter, that Favours as well as Truſts 
Ithee, Say, I will Dye, before I will be 
2 Thief or a Knave to ſuch a one. All 
the World ſhall never prevail with me 
to betray: my Truſt, I will never 
Wrong the Maſter who is ſo much alſo 
my Friend, and even as my Father. 


3. (To come nearer to our main de- 
ſign, ) Joſeph argues from common Ho- 
neſty. My Maſter has not kept back any 
thing from me, out Thee; Recauſe tho 
art his Wife. There's a Marriage-knot, 
| which, when once Tyed, muſt never, 
bur by Death, be Diſſolved. hom 
God has Joined together, no Man muſt offer 
to Sever, So True muſt thou be to rh 
Wedded Wife, (and thou to thy Wed» 
ded Husband; ) and keep the Matrimo- 
na! Vow, together with thy Chaſtity, 
ſo Inviolate, That whatever Aggreſſor 
make the Attempt to pervert thee, 
Thou ſhouldeſt rather ſpit in his 1 

i than 
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ſame Diſhoneſty, This can give you no 
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thing is abſolutely Naught in its own 
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have the Married Mind; and keep the 


Partner only; So whoever offers to 
break the ſacred Band, is not only a 
rude Intruder, but a Felenious Uſurper. 
Yea, tis a matter of fach common Di- 
ſhoneſty, reputed fo Infamous even 


BE AD > 2 — . 
: . r 


the Law of God, written in the Bible, 
prouounces Death upon the man that 
commits Adultery with another man's wife: 


againſt it ; That we find two Heathen 
Princes, when, (by miſtake, ) they 
had taken another's Wi 


call'd her his Siſter ; aſſoon as ever they 
came to underſtand the truth of the 
Matter, preſently deliver'd her back a- 
gain, and proteſted againſt the fad. 
Furſt, Pharoah, Gen. 12 18. Err 

| rao 


than admit of his Parley. Vea, tho 
ye ſhould both of you onſent to the 


manner of Authority: For when the 
Nature, Let it ſeem never ſo Good in 
your eyes, that will not at all amend} 
the matter, to make it a jot the better. 

As the Married perſons then mult | 


Heart, as well as Body, for the eſpouſed | 


throughout the World ; That not only | 


Lev. 20. 10. But the Law of Nature, 
Written in men's Hearts, ſo ReluQares 


ife, becauſe he 


Jature, 
Cates 
eathen 
| they 


ſe he 


T they 
of the 
ack a- 
fact. 
— Pha- 

2 


¶ that thou haſt done to m 
not tell me, that ſhe was thy Wife ? Why 
s (aidft thou, ſbe is my Siſter? So I might 


8 fore , behold thy Wife, Take her , and go 
q chy  way.. And Pharoah commanded his 
nen concerning him; and they ſent him a« 
3 way, and his Wife, and all that he had. 
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roah called Abrabam and ſaid, what is this 
Why didſt 'thou 


have taken her to me to Wife. Now there 


And then Abimilech, Gen. 20. 


God in a dream had told him, Thou art 


8 dead man, for the Woman that thou haſt 
taken: For ſhe is a man's wife. ver. 3. 
And he pleading his ignorance, The 
Lord ſaid, wer. 6. Iknow, that thou 
didſt it in the Integrity.of. thy heart: For 


8 1 alſo withheld thee from Sinning againſt 


me. Therefore ſuffer'd I thee not, to Touch 
her. Upon that, Abimilech capitulated 
with Abraham, for the unkindneſs of 


the thing; wer. 9. What haſt thou done 


to us? And what havel offended thee; that 


thou haſt brought on me, and on my King- 


dom a great Sin? And ſo, he eke Ache. 
Sarah his wife. ver. 14. | 


O how may theſe Examples of Ethnicks 
confound the faces of ſuch as profeſsto 
know God , and name the Name of 


Chrift; 


46 .The Glorious Vittory 
Cbriſt; Vet ſtick not at the Filthineſi 
that is not ſo much as named even among 
the Gentiler; but goes ſhamed and con. 
demned by the very DiQates of com 
mon Nature? | 
And what goad Honeſt men are thoſe 
that commit worſe Burglary , than ti 
Break into a man's Houſe ? Even t 
Rob him of a part of Himſelf; and in; 
manner fo approbrious, as was deteſte(} 
among the Nations that knew not God 
and which debaſes men down even to 
Level with the Beaſts of the earth 
Nor only makes em Like the Brute 
which have no Underſtanding ; But ſ 
much worſe, Becauſe God has given em 
the Reaſon to Know ſo much the Bet. ® 
ter z and ſuch a diſcerning of Good. 
and Evil, as leaves em without all E/ || 
cuſe, when they do no better; and con- F 
vinces em, That they cannot break the le 
Covenant of Marriage, but they alſo t 
make a Breach on the Covenant of their} ? 
God. And ſo, tis not bare Diſboneſh, 
but alſo downright Impiery. | 


Tho' with ſome of our Play- wrig lin 
Pharoah , and Abimilech, and Joſeph, 
ill all go but for ſcrupulous Fops and nit 
(IVY Foal: ; 
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Fools; yet when theſe Procters of the 
Unclean Spirit ſhall come to hold up 
cheir hands at the Bar of Heauen, They 
will find, who were indeed the Fools ; 
and how much better, they had imploy- 
ed their Time and their Wit in another 
Service, than to help ſtill more and 
more to Debauch an evil and Adulterou: 


I Generation ; By uſing to break their 
eteſtell Jeſtson the Lawful Matrimony, as a ſneak- 
ing Servility ; and Flouriſhing off the 
moſt impudent Adultery, as a piece of 
high Galantry.' | 

When theſe Gameſome Creatures , 
the fiddling Mimicks, that make Play 
their Buſineſs, and even wholly Im- 
merſe themſelves in Paſtimes and Di- 
$ verſions, and that Wantonneſs of Wit 
which is nothing but Trifling and 
Fooling ; (when they) will but ab 
low themſelves Time to look towards 
the Grave, and another World, They 
might do well to bethink themſelves, 
How they ſhall ever Anſwer it to their 
Eternal Fudge ; for no better uſing their 
Talents, than ſo to Run down the holy 
Ordinance of God; and ſet up that 
right, which 1s nothing but Abemination to 
Jeſeph che Lord, in irs ſtead. 


And 
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And now come we to to Joſepl's Argu- 
ments, that lie in theſe words, I How 
can 1 do this great Wickedneſs, and Sin a- 


gainſt God? Where let us obſerve. 


- 1. The Wickedneſs of Lewdneſs, one 
Wickedneſs.] 

2. The Magnitude of the Wickedneſs; ; 
this [Great wickedneſs. 2 | 

3. Its Offenſiveneſs unto! Cod; I and 
Sin againſt Cod.] 

4. How Abhorrent it is to a Godly 
man; [How can I do it?] 

And the Conſideration of theſe Par- 
ticulars may ſerve to ſtop the mouths 
of ſuch as can plead, either (r.) That 
it is 0 Sin; Or-(2.) but a ſmall mat- 
ter. Or (3.) Such .as God will not 
much enquire after. Or (4.) That 
which a Man need not much Trouble 
himſelf or others about. 7 


4 il This Good man argues from the 
Wickedneſs of Lewdneſs, | This Wicked- 
neſs: ] He does not call it by the ſoft 
Names of a Free humour, or Kind na- 
ture; ſome Slip or Inadvertency, or a 
Liberty to be Merry: As the Well. 

willers 
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willers to the Lewd trade uſe to ſtroke 
their Darling, and rather ſet it off as fit 
Argu- to be Loved, than ever paint it out for 
| How any object of Hatred. But he gives it 
on a. its own proper Appellation, down= 
right Wickedneſs. 
Ibs And after all the Art and Pains that 
any have been at to Mince and Palliate, 
Ineſ;; and make the beſt that ever they can 
of the ſorry matter, Tis nothing but 
Lan Pickedneſs. Even whatſoever is oppo- 
| ſite to Chaſtity ; all that's of the ſame 
zodly Nature, tho not ſtill working (it may 
be,) after the ſame manner. For the 
> par- Wickedneſs has various Forms and 
\ouths ! garbs: In ſome, to diſcover it ſelf 
That more Naſty ; in others, to appear more 
y mats || Mannerly ; Yet'tis all Uncleanneſs ; co- 
U not ming from the ſame Root; or that fil- 
That thy Sink where the Unclean Spirit lies, 
Trouble to 778 and defile the Tempted. 
IAnd (without any Varniſhing over 
wg Filth,) Tis nothing but Wicked 
Refs, | | 


om the 
15106 Now a thing may be called Wicked, 
nd na. either as Forbidden of God, or as Evil in 
7, ore, And T ſhall make appear, That 
Well. Lewdͤneſs is Wicked on both theſe. at- 
willers ums. D 1. Tis 
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1. Tis Wicked, as Forbidden of God. 
For What is Wickedneſs, if not to do 
the thing, which God has charg'd ſhall 
not be done? Sure the Lord that Made 
us, has undoubted Authority to Com- 
mand us. And if he but make known 
his Pleaſure, That's enough to fix our 
Duty. Had we no Obligation elſe to 
it, but his bare Appointment of it; 
*Twere intolerable Inſolence , for the 
Creature to Diſpute the Will of his 
Maker : Yea, a deſperate Theomachy, to 
Reſiſt his Order. 

Therefore, are we as much bound to 
obſerve Sabbaths and Sacraments, as if 

ature's Light had clearly ſhew'd em: 

hen we are but ſatished, That the 
Lord himſelf has Enjoin'd em. Where 
we have but his poſitive Precept, That's 
Reaſon enough for our Obedience, And 
if then we be not Conſcientious, we fhall 
be 3 or what is 5 the 
Tranſgre ſſon of God's Law, 1 John 3. 4. 
— 8 27 what he will, Gbſtinate 
offenders will do what they liſt ? 


Now concerning this matter, What 
is plainer than the Charge of God in 
holy Scripture * Thou ſhalt not commit 

Aduls 
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Adultery. Exod. 20. 14. Flee Fornica- 
tion. 1 Cor. 6. 18. Flee; and keep off 
from it. Do not venture ſo far as upon 
the Confiner and borders of it; to be 
Tampering with it. Go, and Sin wo 
more; laid our Lord to the Woman ta- 
ken in Adultery. John 8. 11, Tho' he 
would not take upon him the Magz- 


ſtrate's Office, to Condemn her for the 


Sin, which deſerved Death : (For even 
he that ſhall Judge all at the laſt day, 
would not meddle with any the Judg- 
ments of this World; of which he 
declard , that his Kingdom was net.) 
Yet he let that Adultereſs know, That 
it was never the leſs Sin; and charg'd 
her, never any more to meddle wich it. 


1 Thell, 4. 3, 4, 5. Ihe 2 the Will of 


God, That. ye ſhould abſtain from For» 
nication; and know hom to poſſeſs your 
Veſſels in San#ification and Honour': Not 
in the Luſts of Uncleanneſs, as the Gen- 
tiles that know not G e. 


Nay, this Wickeaneſs ſeems to en- 


groſs the Name of Sia more peculiarly 


to it ſelf. For the Woman that had 
been a Proſtitute, Was ( wa] £5oxw}) 
calld a Simmer; Luke 7. 37. Behold 4 
woman in the City, that was a Sinner. i. ©. 
One guilty of ſuch noted Wickedneſs.. 

* D 2 And 
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{ 


«And tho' we are not to make Sins or 
Duties of our own heads: Yet how A. 
rhei ſtical and Ungodly are they, that 
will not take thoſe to be Sins and Du- 
ties, which God himſelf has made ſo in 
his Word? And if he call Adultery 
and Fornication, Wickedneſs, Wilt thou 
take upon thee, to make em Indi eren 
matters? If he. declare againſt em; 
Wilt thou dare to be an Advocate for 
dem? Thou hadſt beſt beware, how 
thou ſo enter the Liſts with Omnipe- 
| Fence; To ſet thy Briars and Thorns 
againſt a Conſuming fire. For, Cavil as 
thou wilt, the Will of the Lord that 
Shall ſtand. And if thou think thy ſelf 
too Good, for him to Govern thee; 
He will think thee Bad enough, for 
him to Defirey thee. If thou Grum- 
ble, that he has laid a Curb on thy 
Luſts ; Yet, let it pleaſe thee, or nor, 
He will execute his Laws. And where 
thou wilt not come under the Rule of 
ths Word, He will bring thee under 
the Red of his Wrath. g.. 

Still, his Werd is the eternal Stan- 
dard of Truth and Right: And what- 
ver he Wills, be ſure, tis Juſt and 


Good, 
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Good, becauſe he does Will it. And 
this is Proof ſufficient, that thy Luſts 
are Wicked, becauſe his Word 48 fo 

much againſt em. But * 


2. I ſhall diſcover and prove the 
Wickedneſs of Lewdneſs, even from the 
Evil that u init 155 ;; Beſide the Sen- c 
tence that it's under from the Word of 
God. For it has a moral Turpitude, that 
inſeparably cleaves to it. And it does 
not bear its Name for nothing, when 
'tis call'd the Luft of Uncleanneſs. 2 Pet. 
2. 10. Becauſe, indeed, it Pollutes and 
defiles the whole Man; to make him 
all over a filthy Loathſome creature. 
As no Paint or Dreſs beautifies a man, 
like Holineſs and Chaſtity ; So nothing 
more Blemiſhes and defiles one, than 
Lewaneſs and Adultery,” This it does, in 
the eyes of all 47 Judges, even 
every one that is Wiſe and Good. Mat. 
15. 19, 20. Out of the Heart proceed Adul- 
teries and Fornications ; Theſe Defile a 
man, They make him a baſe Wretch; 
Reprobate from God, and . wallowing, 
as a Swine, in the mire: 2 by the 
Tyrant of Hell; and taken Captive by 
the Devil, even at his will. 


D 3 


I know, 
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I know, how fain, they that are quite 
ſunk into the Animal Life, and bewitch'd 
with the Love of this Sin, would have 
it Allowable, Yea, and Commendable. 
They can hardly forbear to Blaſpheme 
God, for ſetting Reſtraints to it; and 
are ready to Reply upon him, for Un- 
juſt, as well as Hard, to Condemn it; 
and to pronounce that ſo Sinful, which 
they would have to be but Natural. 

I gueſs what they would be at; and 
therefore ſhall Antic/ pate the Objection, 
in taking notice of their Grievance. 

Say then, O Carnal man; Doſt thou 
not underſtand, How that can be Evil 
in it ſelf, which is but according to Na- 
ture? Unleſs a man could Transform 
himfelf quite into another Creature 
than God has made him, How can he 
get rid of thoſe Inclinations and de- 
fires, which are ſo planted and Rooted 
in him? And will Cod, then, make 
that to be a Sin, and threaten it with 
Hell, which is but going juſt accor- 
ding to the Impetus and bent of one's 
own Natural frame ? 


Lan- 


an- 
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T anſwer, That the Inclination to 
Propagate Mankind in a Regular man- 
ner 1s according to pure Nature, even 
ſuch as God made, and does Approve : 
But the exorbitant Luſtings againſtRea- 
ſon, as well as againſt the meaſures of 
holy Scripture, are only from that Na- 
ture, which makes men the Children of 
Wrath. i. e. from Depraved Nature, 
grown Brutiſh, and Fallen away from 
God. And ſo, (in this Corrupt eſtare,) 
It's Natural, indeed, for a man to go 
all ro Naught, and to Ruin and Damn 
himſelf. But this is only the Sad ef- 
fe& of his Sin and Revolt: And there- 
fore no Defence at all of the Wicked- 
nels; nor any Plea againſt the dreadful 
Sentence. 

That a man's Beaſtly deſires ſhould 
get above his Reaſon and his Religion, 
to bear down all before em; This 
ſhews indeed, how far he is gone from 
God, and from his Primitive Goodnels ; 
How the holy Image of his bleſſed 
Maker is blotted our of his Soul; and 
the rueful Image of the Devil drawn 
in its Room. And then, what more 
notorious Proof of his Wickedneſs, than 

D 4 the 
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the very thing by which he would Ex. 
cuſe it? For wherein lies the Wicked. 
neſs of creatures, that were made after 
God's own Likeneſs, but to be grown 
ſo Degenerate, and the moſt Unlike, and 
quite Contrary to him ; Shunning and 
Loathing all that he Likes and Loves; 
and moſt eagerly purſuing ſuch things, 
as he Deteſts and Abominates ? 


God that is the Beſt and Happieſt of 
all Beings, is a pure Spirit; And Spi- 
rits enjoying much finer and ſweeter 
Pleaſures, than what any Bodies are ca- 
pable of ; Therefore to make us more 
Like him; and fo, the fitte to receive 
our Pleaſure and Happineſs from him, 
The work of his Renewing Grace is 
ſtill more and more to Alſtract us from 
the Bodily Gratiſications, and to Raiſe 
us up, in the Queſt and purſuit of more 
Sublime and Heavenly Delights. For, 
as far as we do Indulge to the fleſhly 
Luſts , they pull us down. below our 
elves; and bring us under a Change 
which is Nill ſo much for the worke, 
if we are not ſenſible how much it is 
to our Loſs. 


No 
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No Cruelty then is it, but Heaven's 


kind Deſign upon us, when we are 


taught, and Oblig'd, to keep under our 
Fleſh; and not to Exceed even in our 
moſt Lawful Allowances : But never 


to Tolerate our ſelyes in any Forbidden 
Pleaſures. 11 +. 


For in turning thy ſelf Looſe, to 


follow the ſwinge of thy Luſts, Thou 


halt be ſure to fink the Evil to thy 


coſt; and the deadly Miſchief to thy - 
Soul, however it may Humour thee - 


for a while, Thou ſhalt find how theſe 
Luſts do Mar againſt thy Soul. ( 1 Pet. 2. 
11.) Not only to endanger its Loſs for 
ever hereafter; - but (as, a ſad. Prepara- 
tive to that,) i Loſe it here, unto God, 
and all that is Worthy and Good: Till 


.thou art, like the Prodigal, Beſide thy 
ſelf; and Wine and Women have taken 


away thy Heart. | 
And then, tho” going down apace, 
thou canſt not abide to be ſtopt; Nor 


.wilt accept the Deliverance, to eſcape 


#hoſePollutions that are in theWorld throagh 
Luſt.. 2 Pet. 1. 4. O what a happy 
Elcape would that be for thee; and bring 
thee to lead the Life truly Brave and 
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Sweet! For to be Spiritually minded s 
3 Peace. Rom. 8. 6. But when 
all thy Concern is for the Entertain- 
ment of thy Body; and thou art for 
catching every opportunity, to fulfil 
the Luſts of thy fleſh ; O then, where's 
the Underſtanding of a Man, and the 
Care of thy Sou! ; That Soul, which 
thou ſeemeſt only in haſt to Throw a- 
way? And yet Art thou ſo Blinded, 
that thou canſt not perceive any Hurt 
inthe Luſts of Uncleanneſs? But doſt 
thou take em to be prohibited Arbitra- 
ouſly, and only becauſe God will have 
it fo ? | 


Or canſt thou not believe, That 
thoſe things will ever Hurt thee which 
do now fo Humour thee ? When, alas, 
they are never the leſs thy Poyſon, for 
being fo Pleaſing : Yea, the nearer art 
thou to be undone by 'em, the Madder 
thou art upon em; and the more Re- 
gardleſs what will come of em. For 
when the Whore's I'ps drop as a honey- 
tomb, and her mouth is ſmoother than ay; 
her end is bitter as Wormwood, ſharp as 4 
wo- enge Sword: Her feet go down to 
Death: Her ſteps take hold of Hell. Prov. 
J. J, 4» 5 Wilt 
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Wilt thou then beleive no Evil of 
thy Luſt, till it Brand thy Name, Ruin 
thy Eſtate, and Torture thy Body? 
Such Miſchiefs it uſes to drag at its 
heels. But ſuppoſe, thou canſt ca 
it ſo demurely, as not ſtrait to Bla 
thy Reputation ; Or ſo frugally, as not 
to link thy Fortune; Or fo cunningly, 
as not to Fire thy Bones, and Rot thy 
Fleſh: Yet, alas, What worſe can be 
faid of it, than that it bowes and puls 
down thy poor Soul; and makes that 
DivineHeavenlyBeing Groveland crawl, 
like a Snake, along the ground; and 
lick the Dult of the Earth; Subject to 
the power of the Devil, and even ſink- 
ing into the pit of Hell? It Stupifies 
thy Mind, and takes thee off all that's 
worthy of a Man. Vea, it ſtings 
and wounds thy Breaſt; and makes 
thee live in dread of God, and of the 
fearful After-clap ; that will not only 
end thy ſhort Game, but begin thy ne- 
ver-ending Grief. 

And is this the Darling, that thou ſo 
Doteſt upon; and canſt not abide to 
hear it ſpoken againſt? O deluded Cap- 
tive! Open thy eyes and fre what a 
wretched Cauſe thou haſt eſpous d; and 
whither thou art going, like 4 Fool, 1 

the 
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the Correction of the Stack. What thou 
haſt taken for ſo fine and harmleſs, Know 
that it is an Evil and à bitter thing. Fer: 
2. 19, Sonaught, thatnever any Good 
can come of it, but a ſpeedy ſerious 
' Repentance; To break violently from 


it, and ſo rid thy Hands and thy Heart 
for ever of it. 


2. Joſeph argues from the Magnitude 
of the Wickedneſs, This | Great ] Wick- 
1 How can I do this great Wicked 
weſs 

Some that will own it for a Sin, Yet 
will needs have it to be but a Little one; 
and ſuch as is rather to be Played with, 
than ſo ſeverely Thunder'd againſt. But 
how little to be regarded is the Judg- 
ment, of ſuch Vain and ill men, who 
have their own Concern {o deep in the 
Guilt? Let us but enquire into the 
real. Merits of the cauſe, And then we 
ſhalltake part with God's word; and 
Juſtify the Lord, in all his Sayings a- 
gainſt it; and find it to be full as bad 
as it hears; among any the moſt zealous 
Proſecutors of it: And that our Church 
was not illadvis'd, to place it fo in the 

Aut of all Damaing wickedneſs , as 


we 
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we find in the Litany; From Fornicati- 


on, and all other. deadly —_ br Lord 
e Ws. a 


'Tis Sid Ne ng Sinful, and def 
meaſure Wicked. A curſed Evil, that 
carries in it the Malignity more than or- 
dinary : As I ſhall now make out in ma- 
ny particulars. 

For that, it is againſt the Light of 
Nature ; 

Beſots the Mind; 

Degraaes the Sou; 

Hardens the Heart; 
Defiles the Temple of thettely Ghft; ; 
Profanes the Members ef Chriſt ;. 
Tramples the: Ordinauce of God ok = 
. Deſtroys the Peace of Conſcience 5 
Ruins the Hope of Heben; 
Is platted with many other Sint; 
Has many. ugly N equences' in 15 | 
World; 
Is Pan ſhed by Men, ny all Natioas 
1 earth. And 
Pulls down the heavy Judgments of God 
20 throw the Guilty and Incurable, not. only 
out of Heaven, but open the rid 
Torments of Hell. 
(If any the members of this Diviſi on 
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be Corncident, or touch upon any thing 
already mentioned, The curious Reader 
will excuſe it, in a popular Diſcourle, 
— to reach home to all the Ne- 
ceſſities of ſuch poor ſinful Souls, as 
are here dealt with. And I had rather 
incurr Cenſure, for Inculcating ſome ma- 
terial points; than omit any thing which 
might contribute to ſerve the Cauſe 
which I plead. ) 


1. The Sin of Lewdneſs is a Wicked- 
neſs againſt the Light of Nature; which 
Shames and condemns it. And were there 
no other Evidence againſt it, Vet this 
would be Article ſufficient, That it ren- 
ders a man fo Abaſbt and confounded 
within himſelf, whenever he gives 


= to it: That, tho' it break not out 
be 


re che World, yet he can never 
anſwer it, to the Tribunal in his own 
Boſom. But his Reaſon and his Judg- 
ment witneſs againſt him, and pronounce 

Sentence upon him. by 
And that very thing, which ia the 
hour of Temptation, he took to be ac- 
cording to the d ictates of Nature, As 
ſoon as he has made the ſad Experiment, 
| | he 


W 
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he finds it to be Unnatural; and inſtead 
of Comforting nature, to break him all 
to pieces. So that he goes Conſcious 
and Self-condemned, for ſinning againſt 
his own Soul, and againſt his own Bo- 
dy; and unnaturally pulling downMiſ- 
chief and Sorrow upon his own Head. 
And that then, muſt needs be a great 
Wickedneſs which makes a man thus to fall 
foul upon himſelf; and ( quite againſt 
the principles of Self-preſervation, ) to 
become even his own Judge and Execu- 
tioner. ” NTT 


2. The Luft of Uncleanneſvis «a Wicked. 
neſs, that Reſots .the Mind; and ſo Be- 
nights the Underſtanding , that a man; 
under this Infatuation, knows not what 
he does. He is wrapt up in ſuch a 
Miſt, yea, in ſuch thick Clouds and 
darkneſs ; that he who may be other. 
wiſe Judiciousand Acute, Yet is here 
ſo Blinded, that he has not the Senſe of 
a Man: But (as Thamar ſaid to the 
Lewd Ammon, 2 Sam. 13. 13.) is as 
one of the Fools in Iſrael. And therefore 
Solomon repreſents the Adulterer going 
after the Whoriſh woman, like an _ 
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the Slaughter; or a Fool to his Shame 
and Smart. Prov. 7. 22. Making but 
a Game of that, which is like to be his 
Bane ; and Counting it fine and pleaſant, 
to throw himſelf into the Mire, and the 
pit of Deſtructio n. 
And even they that can applaud them. 
ſelves in the Cunning of their Intrigues, 
To carry on the Lewdneſsy and accom- 


pliſh all their Wickedneſs; Ah, ſilly 


Creatures! Where's the Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, To, lay.Tra 75 for catch- 
ing themſelves, and know how to bring 
about their own Confuſion and Damna- 
tion? As they are for the Twilight of the 
Evening, and the black and dart Night, 
Prov. 7.9. So tis Twilight and blackneſs 
of Darkneſs ſome where elſe, within 
their Souls, as well as abroad upon the 


Earth; when they can ſo yield then- 


ſelyes up, to be taken Captive, by the 


worſt of all their Enemies, at his 


Wil. | 


All Sin, indeed, does, more or leſs, 
cloud the Underſtanding: But this, a- 
bove all, Faſcinates and bew nes, even 
againſt the cleareſt Light and Convict; 
on in the World. And here's an addition 

co 
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- Image in him: But this the filthy Har- 
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to the greatneſs of the Wickedneſs, That 
it bereaves a man even of himſelf; Takes 
away his Heart, and the Diſcerning 
Faculty, To leave a Beaſt, and an im- 
pertinent Ape in the room of the 
Man. 

The Reaſon of a man is part of God's 


lot blurs and Blots; Puts his Light un- 
der a buſhel: Yea, Extinguiſhes, and 
puts it quite out; To make a Sot, and 
worſe than an Afs of himſelf, Well 
therefore are the Luſts of Uncleaneſs calbd 
Works of Darkneſs. Eph. 5. 11. Not 
only becauſe they ſculk and ſeek. cor- 
ners; as not enduring the Light: But 
alſo becauſe they fo darken and benight 
the. Mind; and make a man good for 
nothing, but to. act as a Brute, and play 
the Tool. „ 5 5 


3. This Lewaneſs is a great Wickedneſs, 
For Degrading the Soul and pulling down 
that noble Being, which was made lit- 
tle Lower than the Angels, not only to 

Hye and grovel in the duſt, but to be a 
Slave and drudge to the vileſt Luſts. O 
how ſorrowful is the Fall of man from 
the honour of his Creation, to a ſimili- 
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rude with | the Beaſts that periſh! But 
ſome even of thoſe Fallen Souls do be. 
think themſelves, to remember their 
glorious Original, and their mighty Capa- 
city; And ſo bewail their Peclenſton, and 
groan under the DegenerateCondition, 
That they ſtruggle with the utmoſt Ef- 
forts, to Emerge and Erec and raiſe 
rhemſelvesup again, tothe Divine hea- 
venly life. 

But others, (alas,) The Beaſts of the 
people, Lewd Epicures, and profligate 
Rakes; are ſtill for carrying on the 
curſed Apoſtacy, and to plunge the poor 
Soul deeper, even paſt all Recovery. 
When going down, down with it. And 
even this, can the impudent creatures 
count their Bravery: And after they 
have made a God of their Belly, Glory in 
their ſbame. Phil. 3. 19. As if it were 
ſome honourable Atchievement, To 
Trample down their own Souls, and 
make em ſerve for nothing, but as 
mere Vaſlals, to aſſiſt in the Service of 
their Luſts. And the precious Immor- 
tal Souls ſhall be the poor Underlings 
and Tools, to help on their Lewd pur- 
poles and ungodly Pleaſures. 
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O the horrid Wickedncſs ! So to' ſtifle 
a Soul in Fleſh, and, as it were, Bury 
it alive. To uſe that Reaſon and that 
Speech, which diſtinguiſhes thee from' 
a Beaſt, only to act and Talk the more 
Beaſily : And in all Baſeneſs to out-do 
the very Brutes, by all thoſe happy Ad- 
vantages, which thou haſt ſo much a- 
bove em. O moſt wicked Abuſe of 
God's eminent Gifts! And hgw may'ſt 
thou come one day to wiſh, That God 
had made thee a Beaſt rather than to 
make thy ſelf ſo much worſe than one; 
and to Debaſe thy Soul to the very bot- 
tom of all Uncleanneſs and Vileneſs; 
Till it was fit for no Society, but that 
of the Devil and his Angels. 


4. This is ſo great a Wickedneſ;, Be- 
cauſe it Hardens the Heart ; and where 
it prevails, tends to render the Sinner 
paſt Feeling: To ſhut out Repent ance, and 
inſtead of it, bring in Impudence: To 
make Men and Women even Senſelefs 
of the Evil; and fo ſtiff. neck d and 
bold-fac'd in it, To Brazen it off, and 
bear it out, as if they had done no 
Harm; and none were ſo much to 
blame, as the Cenſors of em, that _— 

28 0 
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bold to Reflect upon em. 

Tis a Wickedneſs that excludes all 
the Fear of God. For this holy Fear, 
wherever it dwells and prevails, will be 
a Preſervative againſt it. As may be 
pr from that of the Wiſe man, 

ccleſ. 7. 26. I find more bitter than 
Death, the woman, whoſe Heart is Snares 
and nets, and her hands as bands : Whoſo 
Feareth God, ſball eſcape from. her: But 
the Sinner Jball be taken by her. The Sin- 
ner: ] i. e. Such a Sinner, that Lives 
not in Fear to Offend, and in Care to 
Pleaſe the Lord. He that ſo hardens 
his heart againſt the Fear of God, is juſt- 
y given up to the Reprobate ſenſe ; as 
meet for the purpoſe, and à Yeſel fitted 
to Deſtruct ion. 


And thus the Laſciviouſueſs breeds 
Seareaneſs, and the Workers of iniquit 
come to drive on their Trade, wit 
ſuch Aſſurance . d RE When 
they are ſo Hardened by their Maſter, 
as to Extenuate, and make Light, and 
even nothing of the great Wickedneſs. 
And if they Jo Feel little or no Smart, 
*Tis not becauſe their Sin is the Leſſer; 
but their Heart the Harder, _ 

| Few 


bewailing of Wickedneſs, That takes 


means, Repentance is thrown quite a- 
way, and nothing ſo much as offer'd at 


low the place which that Bleſſed Spirit 


is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which 1s 
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their danger ſtill the greater. 
For as long as there's a- Feeling and 


off ſome what from it; and the peni- 
tent Concernment for it, (as far as is poſ- 
ſible,) undoe it. But the moſt common 
effect of Lewdnels is to Sport with it, 
and make a Merriment of it. By which 


it. But here the Guilty are clench'd 
and rivited in their Sin ; and contract 
that predominant Habit, which is very 
ſeldom, if ever, thrown off. 


F. Tis a greot Wickedneſs, to Defile 
the Temple of the holy Gho# : To unhal- 


makes ſacred, for himſelf to dwell in: 
And that is the Human body. 1 Cor. 
6. 19. What, know you not, that your Body 


in you? which ye have of God; and ye are 
not your own. And therefore you may 
not do with it what you Liſt. No; 
but you are guilty of Sacrileage, If you 
abuſe that to filthy Uſages, which is 
ſo Conſecrated to the moſt holy pur- 
poſes, | 

. Here 
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Here then, Chaſtity ſhould be as the 
'Ghurchwarden, To take care, that all 
Pollution and Defilement be kept off 
from the Temple of the Lord. - Fer the 
Temple F God is holy: which Temple ye 
are. And if any man Defile the Temple of 
God, him ſhall God deſtroy. 1 Car. 3. 17. 
He order'd that the woman, playing 
the-Whore, ſhould be ſtoned to Degth. 
Dept. 23. 2. And Lev, 20. 10. The man 
that committeth Adultery with another 
man wife, thy Adulterer, (yea) aud the 
Agultereſs ſhall ſurely be put to Death, 


The heinouſneſs then of the Sin com- 
mitted, may be gather'd from the Grie- 
vouſneſs of the Puniſbment threatned, 
no leſs,than Deſtru&jon. And the Pile 
that has been ſo Deſecrated, is to be 
thrown down and Demoliſhed. For that 
Body, which is become vile by depra- 
ved Nature, is SanRify'd by the In- 
vabitation of the Divine Spirit. But if 
after he has ſo. purg d and Renew d it, 
thou tym it into a Sty and Receptacle ot 
all Uncleanneſs; Thou ſetteſt at naught 
- then; not only the beſt Improvement 
f thy ſelf,” but all the Kindneſs of 
Hcaven; Snueſt againſt the Holy Ghojt ; 
$19;1 | all 
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and ſetteſt thy ſelf to Reſiſt that graci- 
ous Spirit, which ſhould Seal thee to 
the day of Redemption, and fit thee up 
for the Kingdom of Heaven. And then, 
O how great is that Sin! And what a 
daring Criminal art thou, ſo to ſtand 
hotel even with the eternal Spirit of 


6. This Sin of Lewdneſs Prophanes the 
Members of Chriſt. For ſuch alſo are 
our Bodies : United. with that glorious. 
Head, as Appurtenant to him, and as 
very Parts o Himſelf. That 1 Cor, 6. 
15. Know yon not, that your Bodies are 
the Members of Chriſt? Shall I then take 
the Members of Chriſt, and make them the 
Members of an Harlot? God forbid, When 
I have the Honour, to be eſpouſed to 
the Heavenly Bridegroom; Shall I thus 
Requite and thank the Lord for that 
higheſt Privilege, To go Alienate and 
Divorce my ſelf from him; that I may 
make my ſelf over to a Scandalous crea» 
. 3 3 

O here is the flagitious Wickegneſc, 
To reflect ſych Contempt on the Son of 
God ; as well as do Deſpight to the Spi- 
rit of Grace. And canſt thou N 
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then ever to have Chriſt for thy Savi. 
our, when ſo thou canſt Trample him 
under foot? Or doſt thou make ac- 
count, to faſten thy ſelf upon the Hol 
one of Ged, after thou haſt been even all 
one with a vile Strumpet? Will not he 
be aſhamed ever to own the Fornicator 
for a Brother ? And how canſt thou for 
Shame, Look unto Jeſus, or look that 
he ſhould Receive thee and Careſs 
thee ; When(more than in a Figure) thou 
roeſt a Whering from him, and dealeſt 
o baſely by him? O ſee the great 
Wickedneſs, and Loath it, and Abhor 
thy ſelf for it, and never any more be 
Concerned in it. 
4 5. This is a Wickedneſs that Tramples 
the. Ordinance of God. : When either 
thou wilt not drink water out of thine 
own Ciſtern, Prov. 5.15. Nor make uſe 
of the Remedy, which God has Al- 


lowed and provided ; That Wedlock, 


in which thou nmjaiſt Live honeſtly ; 
out of the way gf thoſe Temprations, 
which thou findeſt thy {elf unable to 
withſtand : When his Word tells thee, 
iz's better to Marry than to Burn; 1 Cor. 
7,9. Yet thou preferreſt "A r1d 

„ above 
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above thy Soul : And becauſe thou 
canſt not (it may be) ſo Change th 
State, as to get the things of this Li 
to thy mind, therefore thou wilt ra- 
ther Burn, than Marry: Where the 
Choice ſeems not ſo much for thy Cre- 
dit, or for thy Advantage in the 
World. What is this, but to deſpiſe 
the Lord's Means. of thy Innocence ; 
and go on ſtill in thy Treſpaſſes ? As 
thinking either chat Youth may take 
their Li ys and none mult ask them, 
Why they do ſo ? Or elſe, that ſtill 
thou haft ſomewhat that ſtands for a 
Reaſon, to continue fo naught ;. and 
then wilt not accept the Kind offer and 
allowance of God himſelf, in order to 
make thee Better. 


Or again, If thou art Married, yet 
Unſatisty'd ; and the Remedy it ſelf 
will not ſerve thy turn: But thou 
groweſt to Loath thy Partner, and 
to Range afrer ſtrange Fleſh; Till 
8 Heart is joined to thy Harlots ; 
This 1s a Caſe that indeed looks like to 
Deſperate and incurable : When the 
Phyſick of God's a preſcribing will 


nor 
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not Cure thee : And even his Remedy 
proves no Remedy to thee. Ser 
And O how many Inſtances in this | ger 
wicked World do ſhew us, Thar it is al 
not Age, nor any Change, but only that | falk 
of Grace, which killeth Sin? For even | Len 
the Elder ſort may have Wanton eyes; Spe 
and ſuch as are ſtricken in Years may be | t 
haunted with Fleſhly Luſts: And Mar- live 
riage it ſelf is not always ſo Healing, C 
as to keep the Bed unde led. 
But then, So far is this from being Rel 
thy Apology, who art Wedded , That ther 
it is the heavy Aggravation of thy thin 
Wickedneſs; when nothing will do and 
good of thee, to keep thee within de- | elſe 
cent Bounds : When thy Luſts are ſo | ſc 
Rampantand outragious ; that the ſame Th⸗ 
2 Quenches others, does but Inflame | ,, 
thee. 
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And here, let me ſubjoin, That I | 8. 
cannot but count the Laſcivious Prate, | 5, 
and the Light carriage of the Married | e 
fert, to be the moſt fulſom and intole- the 
rable forgetfulneſs of themſelves, and 
Deſecration of their dignified conditi- 
on. When any Husbands or Wives, that 8 
ſhould be Patterns of all Gravity and cel 
Seriouſ- 
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Seriouſneſs,to the Single and the Youn- 
er ſorr, cannot forbear to expoſe: their 
Nakedneſs, and publiſh their Shame, in 
talking Fil:hineſs, and Jeſting with 
Lewaneſs ; and uſing ſuch Wanton 
Speeches and Actions, as if they meant 
to be Boys and Girls as long as they 

live. | | 
One would think, a little Prudence 
and good Manners, even withour any 

Religion and Fear of God, ſhould tea 

them better things; and make them 
think it time, for ſuch as they, to Scorn 
and loath that Levity and Foolery: Or 
elſe, I muſt needs ſay, That Marriage 
is ſo far from being Honourable in them, 
That it ſpeaks their prodigious Wicked- 
neſe, ſo to tread down God's holy Or- 
GINANCE, 201 
8. So great is the Wickedneſs of Lewa. 
neſs, that it breaks all the Peace of Conſci- 
ence ; Where perſons are not arriv'd at 
the Hardneſs, which makes em ſtark 
Dead, and paſt all Feeling, (which is 
a very ſad Relief;) Never let them 
look for any Quiet life, in che ways of 
their Luſtful Liberty. For whatever 
ſweet Bits they may ſnatch, ſtill — 
| E 2 ſhalj 
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ſhall have terrible Knocks along with 
em: When (as nothing ſo daſhes the 
Face,) nothing ſo Fires the Conſcience, 
as the Luſts of Uncleanneſs; that make 
f 1 and wounds, ſcarce ever to be 
Heſides the Bitterneſs in the Latter 
end, and that future Torment , for 
which all the preſentPleaſure will make 
no manner of Recompence: O what 
dut Uneafineſs and Horror all the way; 
even in that Way, which thou may'tt 
fancy to be the only way of thy De- 
light? Would'ſt thou but faithfully re- 
pore thy ownExperience, Thou might'ſt 
be forc'd to confeſs, that thou haſt felt 
more of the Stings, than ever thou didſt 
taſte of the Honey. And where thy own 
Reaſon and Conſcience are ſo much a- 
gainſt thee, and Heaven frowns upon 
thee, 'and the wrath of God is gone out 
againſt thee ; O what good then can 
all thy ſtollen Sweets do thee ? Yea, 
how Reſtleſs and diſconſolate muſt thou 
needs be within, what face ſoever thou 
putteſt on abroad? Thou wilt have 

ome ſecret Twitches and Pangs, Like 
the Antipaſts and beginnings of Hell in 
thy Soul, as Jong as thou followeſt the 
Lews trade, or ſtrikeſt out into Laſci- 

; V1OUsS 
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vious ways, and liveſt under the power 
and Vaſſalage of thy Luſts. | 

And even from hence may'ſt thou take 
an Eſtimate of the Wickedneſs; that 
it is fo Clamorow in thy Conſcience; 
( however drowned ſometimes with the 
dinn of Lewd and impudent compa- 
nions, ) Becauſe Conſcience, ( as lon 
as Alive, and it ſelf, ) is that Righteous: 
faculty, which will Teize and harraſs, 
according to the Merits of the Sin: 
And the worſe it is, the more thou ſhalt 
hear of it; and the Louder 'twill Up- 
braid thee with it, and the ſharper cut. 
and wound thee for it. | 


9. This is ſo great a Niełedueſt, asxa- 
ins all thy Hopes of Heaven, as well as 
all thy Peace of Mind. For however 
thou may'ſt flatter thy ſelf with expe-. 
tation of Eſcape, and all well at laſt; 
The holy Scripture ſpeaks moſt plain 
and expreſs, That neither Fornicators, nor 
Adulterers, nor Effeminate , ſball Inherit . 
the Kingdom of God. 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. 
And the Apoſtle takes it for granted, as 
notorious among all that own the Chri- 
ftian name, Eph. 5. 5. ( This ye know} 
That no Whoremonger nor Unclean perſon 

E 3 has 
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has any Inheritance in the Kingdom of Chriff 
and of God. Only the Sheep ſhall ſtand 
upon our Lord's right hand: But all 
laſcivious Goats will be found on the 
Left. Matth. 25. 33. 


If thou wouldeſt Live, thou muſt 
by the Spirit Mortify the deeds of the Be- 
ay. Rom. 8. 13. and thou muſt ſow 10 
the Spirit, If thou wouldſt, of the Spi- 
rit, reap Life everlaſting. Gal 6. 8. But 
when thou art for indulging to thy 
Lewdneſs, fo as to make it thy Para- 
diſe; Thou muſt rake then that miſe- 
rable Portion in this Life, for all the 
Heaven thou art to expect. For the 
Lord will never endure thee in his Ho- 
Iy place; - Unleſs thou be waſhed, and 
Sancti d, and Juſtify'd, in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 
God. 1 Cor. 6. 11. All thy Confiden- 
ces of Heaven, are but Fancies of th 
own head; Tillthou be indeed Chang'd, 
and Turn'd from thy Levity and Looſe- 
neſs, to Chaſtity and Holineſs. 

And O how fhould this for ever turn 
thy Heart againſt the great Wickeaneſs, 
that will not let thee Entertain one 
comfortable - Hope of Heaven's — 

neſs; 
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neſs; nor ever to enjoy any Good in - 
the future World; when thou muſt 
dye, and for ever take thy leave of all, . 
in this World! 


10. Lewdneſs is fo great a Wickedneſs, 
Becauſe it uſes not to ſtand ſingle by ir 
ſelf ; but is platted with many other Sins. 
'Tis a complicated Evil, and a hugeHeap 
of miſchiefs. Where this ſets up and 
Reigns, all Grace and true Goodneſs is 
there departed and gone. For he thar 
dares live in ſuch known Abomination, 
and can allow himſelf boldlyto carry on 
the Lewd Intrigues, O what would 
that man ſtick at, which ſhame of the 
World, and dread of preſent Puniſh- 
ment, did not Reſtrain him from? AE 
ter he has ſo waſted Conſcience, and bro» 
ken down all the Barriers of Religion, 
and the Fear of God; Let any, that 
will, ſpeak well of him, or any, that can, 
pe great Confidence in him ; I do nor 

ee what title he has to that goodName; 
or what foundation there is, on which 
to build that great Confidence; but 
only that one If man is for Juſtifying 
another: and ſome ſeem to be very 


„ faſt 
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faſt Friends, merely on the account of 
their ii Lives. 


O the vile gang, and curſed train of 
Sins, which this one Wickedneſs drags 
after it! What is 1dleneſs, but theCouch, 
where theLewd lye brooding and hatch- 
ing all their abominable Offspring ? 
When they can find them nothing to 
do; or elte employ their Time in the 
Vanities and Fooleries, Plays and Wan- 
tonneſs, (which may be but a more 
Criminal nothing,) T hen are they at 
Leiſure, to give the Tempter ail his 
fair opportunity, to come and Seize 
'em, for his further Service. 

And what are Gluttony and Pamper- 
ing of the Body, but the common In- 
lets to Venery ? When the Laſcivious 
muſt have all their Dainties and Exceſ- 
ſes, as Fewel put upon the Fire, and 
as Oyl thrown into the Flame, to make 
ic Outragious ? Drunkenneſs is the 
known Pander to Uncleanneſs ; and a 
Chaſte honeſt Drunkard is the Paradox, 
which may paſs for Prodigy and Mira- 
cle. For as he ſwills, and pours in his 
cups of Exceſs, ſo does he ule to prate, 
and pour out his Filthineſs and Osſce- 


nities, 
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tier, fooliſh talking, and Jeſting with 
Smutty matters. His eyes, that are ta- 
ken with the Briskneſs and Colour of 
the Liquor, do alſo ſwim and rollafter 
ſtrange Women. Prov. 23.31, .33. And 


what wants he then, but an Object, to 


make him Partaker with the Adulte- 
rers ? ban 
Pride alſo and Luxury, the affectati- 
on of Pomp and Finery, to ſpruce up. 
and ſet off themſelves, Theſe are the 
Nets and'Snares, which uſe to be laid 
and ſpread, by the Luſtful, that have 
a mind to catch their Prey. Such is 
the working of their empty Heads, and 
the Projecting of their filthy Hearts, ſo 
to lay it on, that they may be the more 
Admired and Accepted, by ſuch as are 
no better Minded than themſelves) ; ; 


Yea, even that Sin, which ſeems the 
moſt Oppoſite to this, Averice it ſelf, 
{ſhall be call'd in as a Hand-maid , to 
wait on this Miftreſs-Corruption. For ſo 
can the Laſcivious themſelves ſcrape 
and Tear, even from the uſes of their 
Families and Dependants; and.wring 
from the Poor; and Filch from their 
Neighbours; That they may have .ro 
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Laviſh on their Paramours, and to main. 
tain the Expenſive Wickedueſs, 

Hence alſo come the Wars andFight- 
ings, the Wrath and Vengeance, and 
ſometimes Bloodſhed and Murder, for 
their Helena's and Darlings. O the 
Broils and Uproars; the breaches of 
Peace, and of all Relations, that uſe to 
ruſh in at this fame door! How will 
the Obnoxious Rant and Rail, to have 
any Check given em, in the Luſtful Ca- 
reer? What Raving and Madneſs then, 
to be Diſcover'd and Rebuk'd ? Scarce 
ever can they Forgive the Friend, that 
Mall but offer to Reclaim 'em, and Save 
gem. | 
And then comes in Lying and Diſ- 


ſembling, Grimace and Hypocriſy, for 


the Covering of that, which is too · Na- 
ſty to appear openly, And what in- 
deed are all their Lives, but walking in 
a Diſguiſe, and on the Stretch ; to force 
fomewhat like a little Reputation in the 
World ? And they that can ſtifly out- 
face common Fame, and deny the plain- 
eſt Truth, will nor ſtick at Oaths and 
Curſes, neither; To Swear and For- 
. ſwear, Ding and Damn, for flouriſhing 
off the Lewd pranks, and protecting 
themſelves in the dear Holds, and 

Fright» 
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Frighting of all Accuſers they are able, 
from telling em their own. 


Such are the Infernal Troops muſter d 
up to fortify and defend the Bewitch- 
ing and Reigning Wickedneſs And 
this is ſome of the beſt Company, that 
it uſes to keep. O what a Crew and 
kennel of odious Evils, and enormous 
Vices, preſs'd in, or offering themſelves, 
at the beck of Luftful Uncleanneſs; to 
attend and ſupport this great Wickedneſs! 
To carry on which, the lalcivious 
Brute will break through all that ſtands 
in his way; and no Fear of God, nor 
Regard of his Duty, nor Care of his Soul 
{hall hold him in. 


6 —— \ —_ 
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11. The greatneſs of this Wickedneſs 
may be ſeen in the many foul rueful 
Conſequences that it has even at preſent. 
Tho” this ſeem rather to refer to the 
evil of Suffering, than of Sinning ; Yet 
is not that Sinful, fora man to pull 
down ſuch Miſchiefs on his own head ; 
to Plagne himſelf, and Deſtroy the work 
of God s hands? Men will Praiſe thee, 
when thou doſt well to thy ſelf. Pſal. 49. -_ 
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And tis no real Commendation, To 
ſay, That a man is Good to every one 
but Himſelf. For whoſe true Friend can 
he be, that is his own worſt Enemy ? 
When indeed, our Kindneſs to our 
ſelves, is the meaſure of our Kindneſs 
to others. And if we can Love others 
as our ſelves, It's well: Let I do not 
think we can Love them better than our 
ſelves. So that he who is naught and 
cruel to Himſelf, muſt needs be a bad 
man: Not only, for deſtroying of his 
own Happineſs, which he ought to Pro- 
mote ; but alſo for hindring his Neigh- 
bours of the Good that he ſhould do 
em, upon the Principle and influence 
of that true Kindneſs firſt expreſt upon 
himſelf. TH 


Now the foul bitter Conſcquences of 
this Wickedneſs uſe to appear upon the 
ws upon the Eftare, and upon the 


4 On the Name. For it is a Wick- 
edneſs commonly reputed ſo Odiens, 
and lies under ſuch Public diſgrace ; 
That they who labour moſt of all to 
ſave its Credit, and ſer themſelves to 
Varniſh it ore; and to Argue, and e- 

ven 
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ven Jeſt away the Evil; Vet are-perpe- 
tually ſo Bae, that they can never 
make the thing Clean and ſweet, which 
in it ſelf is ſo filthy and noiſom. Men 
may take upon em to maintain Para- 
doxes, and verify Contradictions; To 
make Encomiums of Folly , and ſpeak 
high chings in praiſe of Villany : But 
herein they ſhew more Wit and Wan- 
tonneſs, than Wiſdom and Goodnels. 
They eſpouſe an impoſſible Task, and 
undertake the thing which can never 
be done; To waſh rhe Negro white, 
and to give ſtinking Carrion a pleaſant: 
Perfume. | 
For the Laſcivious and Lewd do car- 
ry a Brand burnt fo deep, I'will ſtick 
to em, and is. not to be fetch'd our. 
They are Notorious; and not ſo much 
Known by any thing, as by their Infa- 
my. Tis ſcarse without ſcorn, that a- 
ny Mention is made of their Names: 
And it's counted a Fouling of our 
mouths,-but” to tell of their Pranks, 
Eph. 5. 3. Fornication, and all Unclean- 
neſs, Let it not be once Named among you, 
as becometh Saints. And Ver. 12. It's a 
Shame even to Speak of thoſe things, that 
are done of them in ſecret. It puts mo- 
deſt Perſons to the Bluſb, when they 
| are 
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are conſtrain'd (upon any juſt and 
needful accounts,) to recite ſome Car- 
riage and Abomination of the ſtigma- 
tized Creatures; whoſe Memories do 
carry ſo ill a Savour, That no body of 
any Sobriety can tell how to Think 
of em, but he Abhors em. 


2. This is a Wickedneſs: that uſes to 
prey upon the Eftate, as well as the 
Name; To. Conſume the Worldly 
goods, in feeding the Fleſhly Luſts. 
And O how many have been thus 
brought, with the Prodigal, to Husks, 
to a Cruſt, and Beggary ? Such a Gulph 
is Lewdneſs as {ſwallows up all. And 
what vaſt Revenues, by ſuch means, 
have been Conſum'd and gone, like 
mountains of Snow; Unperceivable to 
a great. part of the World? Bur the 
Guilty themſelves know too well, what 
it coſts em, to buy Repenrance, and to 
purchaſe their own Damnation. 

Yet farther, 


3. The Miſchief is ſometimes Viſi- 
ble on the Body, in Stench and rotten- 
neſs, and ſuch a loathſome —_— ; 

"at 
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nd That makes em ſhunn'd as Infection, 
- and flung at, as a common Nuſance; 


do | Ser up like Sea-marks, (in Terrorem, ) 
e | T0 affright Paſſengers from coming 
* near em: And carrying a Fire in their 
Bones, as the dire Prognoſtic of a worſe 

Fire elſewhere. | 
So does Divine vengeance ſometimes 
meet the foul Criminals, withTortures 
h in the way of their Pleaſures; and fol- 
10 low the Moral uncleanneſs with a Na- 
v4 tural, (or rather unnatural) Filthineſs. 
oY And then, in a farther Senſe than the 
N Apoſtle meant it. 1 Cor. 6,18. He tha: 
15 committeth Fernication, ſinneth againſt hig 
J own Body: Not only to pollute a Mem- 
1 ber of Chriſt, and moſt ſcandalouſly to 


K | Affront himſelf; But in the very purſuit 
"4 of Reſt and Sweetneſs, to Ruin all his 


Eaſe and Pleaſure ; and make even the 
houſe of his own dear Flefh a very 
A Gaol and Rack to himſelf, as well as an 
x Offence and Terror to the World, So 
great may we account the Wickedneſs, 
which drags after it this heavy Chain of 
Miſchiefs, that uſe to follow it, even 


6 as the natural Sequel of it. 
. And yet 
„ 


. I2. So 
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12. So great is it even in the Judg- 
ment of the World, as well as of God's 
word; That men do not think it e- 
nough, for the Lewd Criminals ſo to 
afflict and Plague themſelves ; But they 
have devis'd and eſtabliſit manyPuniſh- 
ments of it, among all Nations upon 
earth. Not only the Purſe-puniſh- 
ments, and external . Penances, among 
our ſelves ;. But carrying the vile Of- 
fenders, expos'd in Public places, with 
their faces to Horſe-tails: Cutting off 
their Noſes : Plucking out their Eyes; 
and many ways putting em to Death, 
even in the Countries of Heathens. 

And tho' I give a Deference to the 
Laws of the Land where I live: Vet 
muſt I. profeſs it to be a thing I am not 
very able to account for; That Thef: 
ſhould be puniſh'd with the Loſs of 
Life, which God's Law did not ſo pu- 
niſh; And that the Adulterers ſhould 
eſcape with their Lives, who, by the 
Law of God, were to be Ston'd to 
Death : That.a man ſhould be Hang'd, 
for Stealing a Beaſt, or a Parſe of Mo- 
ney ; and not for commirting py 
upon: that Virtue and Chaſtiry, whic 


* 
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is of higher Conſideration than all the 
Wealth of the World. 


I ſhall not, therefore, think more 
Lightly of Fornication and Adultery, 
than of Treaſon and Robbery. Nor 
can any true Judgment, indeed, be paſ- 
ſed upon Offences, only by human Pe; 
nalties. Becauſe men, (for ſome parti- 
cular State-reaſons, } may puniſh the 
Crimes Leſs, that deſerve Worſe ; and 
may lay heavier Weight upon Lighter 
Faults : Taking away the Thief's Life, 
and letting the Adulterer Live. Yet 
tie Nature of Things can never ſo be 
Alter'd, to become Better or. Worſe, 
by any Acts or Conſtitutions of Men 
interpoſing. „ 

But the general Agreement of all 
Nations in the World, to Püniſh this 
Wickedneſs, and moſt of em, with far 
greater Severities and heavier Inflicti- 
ons, than here with us, ſhews the com- 
mon Conſent of Mankind, to Condemn 
it, as a heinous Enormity ; not to be 
endured among the Profeſſors of a moſt 
holy Religion; nor to find Toleration 
in any Nation. 

But, in the laſt place, 
N There 
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There is one Conſideration more, 

which may go farther than all, to Ag- 
grand and Exaggerate this Wickedneſs, 
and for ever to Turn us againſt it, and 
Terrify us from it; That it pulls down 
the dreadful Judgments of God, and 
throws the Guilty upon Hell's everlaſt- 
ing Miſery. For Whoremongers and A. 


men, He will m out; and not 
only bring em into Jud gment, (as he 
will bring all men,) but bring em (as 
the worſt of men,) under Condemna - 
tion. Such ſbal not Inherit the Kingdom 
of God. 1 Cor. 6. 10. O how unfit 
would they be to live with the Holy 
God in his Heaven, whom he would 
not ſuffer, but to Live among men, 
upon his Earth? Nor will he only Ex- 
clude em from the Seat of Bliſs, bur 
ſhut em up in the Place of Tor- 
ment. 

Sometimes he makes o__ een 
ſeize 'em, even in the Life preſent : 
As, for Uncleanneſs he Drowned the 
ld World; and left thoſe that wallow- 
ed in their Luſts, to lye wallowing = 

the 


dulterers God will Judge. Heb. 13. 14. 
However they _ come off with 
find e 
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the Flouds: And Fir'd Sodom with a 
Hell of Sulphur-flames ſent even from 
Heaven ; That ſuch as Burnt with fil- 
thy Deſires, might welter in another 
ſort of Flames. And for committing 
Fornication, there fell in one day Three and 
twenty Thouſand. 1 Cor. 10. 8. Yea, Mo- 
ſes ſays, Four and twenty Thouſand : 
Numb. 25. 9. Tho', it may be, not 
preciſely on the very ſame Day ; Yer 
to many in the whole, at that Time. 


And though ſomePerſons of Eminen» 
cy ſeem to think, that they have Au- 
thority to do ſo wickedly, and expec 
to come off with Impunity ; yea, count 
it their Bravery to be fo Beaſtly ; yet 
how far their Thoughts are from God's 
thoughts, appears from his Juſtifying 
the Violent and ſudden Death inflicted 
by Phineas, on the Lewd couple, Zimri 
and Cosbi; though they were Pardons of 
Quality-: The former, Son of a Prince 
of a chief houſe among the Simeonites ; 
and the latter, Daughter to a Head over 


' a People, and of a chief Houſe in Midi- 


an. Numb. 25. 14, 15. The Lord, at 
once declared his Deteſtation of the o- 
dious Tranſgreſſion, and his Approba- 

* tion 
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tion of the ſeemingly cruel Execution; 
By putting upon him that did it a mark 
of Favour, and advancing him to a laſt- 
ing Honour: With this Reaſon given 
for it, (Ver. 13. of that Chap.) Becauſe he 
war Zealous for his God; and ſo, made an 
Attonement for the Children of Iſracl. He 
did not count the Blood too Noble to 
be ſpilt, when they that ow'd it, had 
ſo Kaind it, and made themſelves too 
vile to be ſpar'd. £55 

Some Years ago, in this Nation, the 

reat Wickedneſs was Play'd with, and 
Jeſted away, as the King's Evil: But God 
will make even the Biggeſt know, That 
he is no Reſpecter of Perſons; But will 
irie even through Kings in the Day of his 
Wrath : And none ſhall come off, with 
him, the Eafier , for their ſitting the 
higher. Rom. 1. 18. His Wrath is re- 
veal d from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs 
and Unrig hteouſneſs of Men ; where-ever 
it be found, in Great or Small. 


But the Executions now made upon 
Earth, are only ſome Preludi ums of the 
at and future Judgment. To alarm 
World, and give Men to under- 
ſtand, How provoking to God is that 


Wicked- 
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£1 Wickedneſs, which many Men can ſer 
rk up only for a Bable, and the Matter of 


t- their Sport. al fe ied 

n Unſpeakably beyond all will be the 
he Vengeance of Eternal Fire, to be ſuffer'd 
an by them that give themſelves over toFore 


le nication, and go after ſtrange Fleſb. Jud. 7. 
O For the Abominable and Whoremonger ſhall 
d have their part in the Lake that burns with 
0 Fire and Brimſtone , which is the ſecond 
Death. Rev, 21. 8. There, will be the 
ie End of their Works of Darkneſs; and 
d all their Fooling, and Wantoning, and 
d turning themſelves Looſe, to run on in 
at Ways of Laſciviouſneſs : *'T will end in 
I Weeping and Wailing and Gnaſhing 
i of teeth. And that Lewaneſs,which now 
h ſo takes their Hearts, O what an Aſpe& 
le will it have on the Sick- bed, and at the 
8 hour of Death; when they are juſt ta- 
2 king their laſt Leave of this World, and 


2 going to receive their ſtanding Doom, 
and the after-reckoning of all their Looſe 
and Beaſtly Living ! | 

n 1 e | 

e Take the Admonition then, Epb. 5. 

n 6. Let no man deceive you with Vain words: 

— For becauſe of theſe things, (namely, the 


t Fornication, Uncleanneſs , Filthineſs, 
oof Fooliſh- 
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Fooliſh-ralking, and Jeſting with it, a- 


forementioned ; For theſe things) com- 
eth the Wrath of God, upon the Children of 
Diſobedience. Let them divulge their 
Shame and their Madneſs, and Talk and 
Jeſt on; To make-you as bold as theme 
ſelves, with the Wickedneſs: Vet be not 
fo Je#ed out of your Souls, nor Jeſted 


into the Damnation of Hell. 


O never be ſo Fool'd into the real E- 


vil, and intolerable Miſery, with a meer 


Flaſh and ſhew of ſome little tranſient, 
Fleſh-pleaſing Good. But if Pampering 
the vile Body, will Spill the precious 
Soul : And if their Humouring of the 
Fleſh now, will turn to its 'Torment 


hereafter: O then, (If not for Care of 
your - immortal Souls, yet) even for 
Tenderneſs of your dear Fleſh, Do not 
throw both away for ever; in the ſilly 


Fondneſs of a falſe momentary Plea- 
ſure. 


- 


But whenTempred, in any unwarrant- 
able ways, to pleaſe your Fleſh ; O re- 
member how dear ir muſt coſt : That 


| youll be Loſt, except you Repent : And 


if you do indeed Repent, All the Sweet 


then will never countervail that Sorrow. 


For 
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For there's ſomewhat even of the gnaw« 
ing Worm, and pains of Hell, ia ſuch 
Repentaace as is true and right. And 
Miſſing that,you muſt feel all the ſmart 
then for ever. Where, therefore, you 
muſt Stop, or be Undone ; you had beft 
1 ip in haſt, Leaſt it never be done 
at all. 

And if this Luſtful Wickedneſs be 
the Price of thy Soul, Yea, of thy Body 
too; Let the Tempter then gofind ano» 
ther Fool, on whom to practice: But in 
the Fear of the Lord, that has power to 
caſt Soul and Body both into Hell, Dare 
not thou ro Tempt him in this manner ; 
Where he has threatned everlaſting 
Damnation, as the dreadful Portion of 
ſuch Abomination. Call thy ſelf rhen 
to the Wiſe and holy man's Queſtion 
here, [ How ſball I do this great Wickeaneſs, 
and Sin againſt God ?] 

Dor 


3. Tis not only a wrong to thy 
Neighbour, to whom thou becomeſt a 
Tempter; Drawing him (or her) into 
the Snare and condemnation of the 
Devil: But it is a Provocation of God; 
and Rebellion againſt his Word. 25 

in, 
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Sin, indeed, is againſt Him, and him 
E primarily and directly: Becauſe 

e is the ſupream Law giver, that has the 


ſole Right to Tye us up, under what 


Rules he will. Therefore David con- 
feſt, Pſal. 51. 4. Againſt thee , thee 
only have ſinned ; and done this Evil in 
thy Sight. Tho' he had Injured ſeveral 
others; and great was the Hurt re- 
dounding to them, from his Miſcarri- 
age: Yer the Sin, ſtrictly ſo called, was 
only againſt God; as a Violation of his 
holy Law, which did Forbid it. 


Nov here, we are to conſider the ma- 
nifold Offenffveneſs to God, that there 
is in thy Wickedneſs; As it is aSinning, 
not only againſt his Word, (which I 
have already ſhew'd, ) bur againſt his 
os ; againſt his Holmmeſs ; a- 
gainſt his Juſtice; againſt his Power; 
and againſt his Goodneſs. 

7. It is to Sin againſt the Omniſcience 
of God. When he ſees your Ways and 
counts all your ſteps ; and perfectly un- 


derſtands every particular of your caſe, 
yea, and every motion of your Heart: 
And yet you think to Blind the Eye of 
Heaven; and carry it as if he ſhould 

. not 
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m not be aware of you; and Puſh on in 
ſe the Luſtful hurry ; as if you could ſo 
he | Darken the matter, that the Lord him- 
at |} ſelf ſhould not find you out: This is, 
n- | not only to make the Lord ſuch à one 
Yee as your (elves, but much leſs knowing; 
in | and not to underſtand ſo much, as a 
ral I poor ſilly Creature does. 
re- Or if you do believe his univerſal 
ri- | Inſpection, and that he cannot be Igno- 
as | rant of any of your Conduct; Yet O 
his | how do you fin againſt your All- ſeeing 
Witneſs in Heaven, When you make 
not ſo much of his Preſence , even as 
you would do of the Preſence and ob. 
na- | ſervation but of a Child, or any ordina- 
ere | ry Body? And when you will venture 
ng, | upon that Lewdneſs, juſt before the 
hI great God, which if the pooreſt mas 
his were by, you would forbear. 


2. Tis to Sin againſt the Holineſs of vj 

ence | God. As if he were a Favourer of the Wo 

and {| Wickedneſs ; Or not ſo much againſt E- 

un- | it, but he could well enough away with 2 

aſe, it. Whereas the groſſeſt Darkneſs is not. J 

rt: more contrary to the brighteſt Light, z 
of |} than ſuch Uncleanneſs is contrary to 

uld Þ infinite Purity. His holy Eyes can ne- 

not F ver 
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ver endure to Behold ſuch Iniquity. 
No: He Hates it, with a moſt perfect 
Antipathy : Tis nothing but Abomina- 
tion to the Lord. His Soul Loaths it: 
And 'tis one Abhorred of the Lord, that 
fhallfall into the deep Pit, and the Whore's 
mouth. Prov. 22..14. 

Yea, to give the moſt convincing 
proof here, of his irreconcileable Ha- 
tred, He will never Abide any ſuch Un- 
clean Creatures to come near his Holy 
place. He will Bauiſb em for ever from 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Ay, and make 
it appear to all the World, That he 
does not count the everlaſting Pains of 
Hell too bad for em. How then doſt 
thou Sin againſt his Holineſs, when 
thou canſt indulge and pleaſe thy ſelf 
in that Wickeaneſs, which is ſo deteſted 
and Abhorred by the moſt Holy God? 


- 3. Tis to Sin againſt the Juſtice of 
God. As if he would let thee go on, 
and never call thee to Account, and thou 
ſhould'ſt hear of it no more. So that 
if thou canſt but avoid the Shame of 
the World, and preſent Miſchief here, 
Thou art in ſmall Care, How thou ſhalt 
anſwer it to thy Eternal Judge; But 
| Ma- 
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makeſt as bold as thou pleaſeſt with the 
1 Lord; who has aſſur'd the 

orld, that he will Render to every man 
according to hs Works, And indeed, He 
would not be God, if he did not Right: 
Whatever warping of Juſtice, there 
may be in human e here, Be 


ſure the Judgment of God is, (and ever 
will be,) according to Truth. | 


And doſt thou thigk then, That he 
will make any Exceptions in thy caſe ; 
or ſhew himſelf any Unrighteous G 
for thy Sake? Will he be Pia to 
thee, and not call over and Examine 
thy Life? Becauſe thou turneſt th 
head another way, and findeſt rhy ſelf 
ſomewhat elſe to think of; Will he 
not bring all to Light, and ſentence 
thee as he finds thee ? O how doſt thou 
Sin againſt the Juſtice of Heaven, and 
blaſphemouſly refle& upon the Righte- 
ous God, when thou makeſt account 
ſo to carry on thy Iniquity, to do even 


as thou wilt, and yet come off as wel 
as the Beſt ? | 


4. Tis to Sin againft the Power of 
the moſt High. As if thou wert a 
Mateh, or too Big for him; and the Al. 

F 2 mighty 
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mighty himſelf could not reach thee 
home; and ſo muſt let thee alone, to 
go on, and Reign in thy Lewdneſs ; 
without any tocheck and Control thee. 
Ah, wretched Worm! How foon can 


OmnipotencecruſhandTear thee to pieces; 


When neither thou thy ſelf canſt do 
any thing to withſtand him ; nor find 
that Power in the World, which can 
deliver thee out of his Hands ? He that 
made all Heaven and Earth with a Word, 
O how ſoon can he, with a Nod, ſend 
thee to thy Grave? How eaſy, with a 
Look, can he Frown thee into Hell ? 
And wilt thou ſet thy dry Stubble a- 
gainſt ſuch a Conſuming Fire? Canſt thou 
think to ſtand it out, in Hardening thy 
ſelf againſt God, and Proſper ? Wilt thou 
carry on thy Uncleanneſs, as it were, 
in ſpight of him, and ſer thy Maker at 
dehance'? O ſtupid creature! How 
dareſt thou ſo to Sin and brave the Su- 
pream Majeſty of Heaven, theAlmigh 
Ruler of all the World? Take heed, 
he do not quickly make thee know thy 
ſelf, and his Power, to thy Coſt; in put- 
| es an end to thy daring Preſumption, 
and Throwing thee down there, where 
thou ſhalt never be able to get up a- 


gain. 
Once 
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Once more, 5 


5. Tis to Sin againſt the Goodneſs of 
God. Togo on in thy Lewdneſs, after 

he has held his Hand, and Spar'd thee 
ſo long, and born with thee, going on 
perverſely in thy Treſpaſſes againſt him; 
And not only kept thee out of the 
Grave, and out of Hell; from bearing 
the burden of thy Wickedneſs; But 
ſtill provided Bleſſings and Comforts 
for thee, and heap'd Mercy and Kind- 
neſs upon thee; and us'd thee as a dear 
Friend, even while thou haſt carried 
towards him , as a hateful Enemy, 
Wilt thou go on then and Require him: 
not _ with Ingratitude and Con- 

tempt ; but with Treaſon and Defiance ? 
After he has done all for thee, Will no- 
thing work upon thee ? Wilt thou ne- 
ver be Friends with him? Never have 

done with thy Rebellion againſt him? 

Even the worſt of Diſpoſitions,whom 
nothing elſe will Move, Yer they are 
Taken, and Softned , and Conquer'd 
with Love. And cannot Love it ſelf, 
( that Silken twiſt ) pluck thee out of 
the Wicked way; and prevail with 
thee, to forbear the Provoking curſed 
F1 thing ? 
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thing? O if Goodneſs will not Lead thee 
to Repentance; If Love will not Capti- 
vate thy Heart, and fetch thee back to 
the Lord of Love; How great then is 
thy Sin, to hold off ſtill againſt all ſuch 
Endearments! 


And what then wilt thou ſay for thy 
ſelf, when God ſhall bring thee into Judg- 
ment? What wilt thou plead, To find 
Mercy with him, in thy laſt need of 
Mercy ? When even Mercy it ſelf could 
do nothing with thee : Mercy could 
not Turn and Win thee : But ſtill thou 
would'ſt keep the hold of thy Sin, and 
fly in the face of God ; notwithſtand- 
ing all his Indulgence to thee, and all 
the Mercy that he heap'd upon thee. 

O how heavy an Aggravation is it 


of ſuch Wickedneſs, T hat it is 3 


againſt the Goodneſs of the Lord, an 
erverting all the ſweeteſt Mercy, to 
feed thoſe very Luſts, which it comes 
toReclaimthee from; and to ſtrengthen 
thy hands, and embolden thy Heart in 
the Lewd courſe; Becauſe, for the 
preſent , thou feeleſt no Hurt by it, 
but ſeemeſt to fare ſo well with 


it! . : 
O what 


| 


IS 
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O what another uſe will a Joſeph, a 
Child of God, make of ſuch Loving 
kindneſs of the Lord ! To argue from 
Mercy, to Duty; and take Love recei- 
ved, for the moſt powerful Engage- 
ment to Love Returned; Crying 
our, 

O how many dear Pledges has the 
gracious Lord given me of his tender 
Love! And ſhall I not Love him, thar 
has firſt ſo Loved me ? And if I do 
Love him, ſhall I not be in care ro 
Pleaſe him? And how can I Pleaſe 
him, but in ſetting my ſelf to avoid 
that, which I know is Forbidden, and 
to do that which I know is Appointed 
by him? | How then can I do this great 
Wickedneſs, and Sin againſt God? 


/ 


Now here comes tg be conſider'd, 


The 4th and Laſt thing propoſed, 
which in this place of Scripture is firſt 
mention'd; Even, How contrary and 
Abhorxent it is to a Godly man, and 
that which goes utterly againſt him, to 
do fo Wickedly. al can I do it? ] 
It ſeems to be, not only an Abſurdity, 


F 4 | but 
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dut an Impoſſibility, for ſuch a one to be 

fo Concern'd. 

And thus the peſtle alſo repreſents 

it. 1 John 3. 9. Whoſocever is Regenerate, 

Cannot Sin: Becauſe he is Born of God. 
We muſt not underſtand it of an 


abſolute Immunity and Freedom from 


Sin. For ſo, the ſame Apoſtle will 
rell us, We Deceive our ſelves, and Abuſe 
the Truth ; To foy, That we have no Sin. 
Chap. 1. 8. 
be taken with ſome Reſtriction. But 
yet, that which was ſome of St. John's 
intention, I do not think to be meant 
by Joſeph, in the pl:c2 now under con- 
iideration : Even, That the Child of 
God cannot fo Sin, as to become a j- 
nal Apoſtate: To do very Wickedly, 
and then fall away paſt Recovery: Be- 
cauſe the Seed ef Goa, (or the Principle 
of. his Sanctifying Grace,) abiding in 
him, will here be ſuch a Preſervarive to 
him; That tho' he Fall, he ſhall not be 
utterly Caft down. Pal. 37. 24. But find 
the Broken bones again Healed, and 
the Joy of God's Salvation Reſtored. Plal. 
51-04 12. | | 
Whatever be the Truth, and Uſe and 
Comfort of this Doctrine, It is not the 
* proper 


he Cannot] then, muſt 


proper Sub 
courſe. 


It 
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je& of our preſent Diſ- 


But Fol: eph's (How can 1 here, iS q.d. 
goes againſt my very Heart, even 


but to Think of doing ſuch a Wicked 


thing. To Sin with full Content, and 


great Delight, as the Wicked do, I 
ſhrink back from it; I find a ſtrong 
Reluctance againſt it. 

Id Poſſum, quod jure Poſum, Where 
God gives me Leave to Act, I can find 
Hands. But to do, What he ſays, 


Th 


ou ſhalt not do; 


I have no Autho- 


rity : * Tis out of my Power; Becauſe 
beyond his Permiſſion. 

I Took upon it, as an Unnatural hor- 
rid thing; Afflictive and Tormenting, 


eyen -as the 8 
my 


Body: For w 


and Stabbing of 
ich, tho' I have a 


ſort of Ability, (it's true,) Yet I know 
not how to bring it into At. Becauſe, 
ſo far ſhould I think it from any Joy 

be 


and Pleaſure ; That nothing would 
more Pain and Grief to me. 


Little 


Liſt, therefore, and no mind at all have 
I, to ſet about ſuch cruel Bloody work. 
My Heart lies ſo much againſt it, That 

J ask, How can I do it? 


#3 


Tie. 


* 
2 
&. % 


% 
w 


106 The Glorious Victory 


"Tis true, (tho' a ſad Truth,) That 
Fleſh and Corruption remaining, even 
in God's Children, may ſometimes ſo 
far prevail, as to throw them again un- 


der the former Luſts in their Unrenew- 
. ed ſtate. But then are they not Them- 


ſelves; But under that Deliquium, which 


(for the time,) takes away their better 
Senſe. And tis not they then, but 
the Di ſtemper upon em, and the Sin 
; that dwelleth in em; which proves too 


hard for em. | 
For as far as they are Themſelves, and 


under the Influence of God's heavenly 


Grace, They are not at all for it; but 
far from it, and with all their might, 
do ſet themſelves againſt it. 

It cuts the Heart of a Godly man, 


(as ſuch,) to do an Ill thing. For he is 


caſt in another Mould; and Shap'd for 
another Service. Purity is his Study ; 
Grace his Joy; and the Holy Heaven- 
ly Life his Element. The Delights, 
that ſo much Take with the Beaſts of the 
people, are none of his Delights. That 
Wicked Lewdneſs, which ſo highly 
Pleaſes them, is no Pleaſure to him. 


No : He beholds the Tranſgreſſors, and u 
Grie- 


G 
E 
L 
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Grieved : Pities their wretehed ſtate; 
Hates their Provoking ways; and 
Loaths their Filthy doings. 


Here then, If thou art for following 
Examples, Take not a Godly man at 
the worft ; But Copy after him, as he is 
in the Main, and his true Self. Let no 
Patterns be perverſely quoted, for 
Strengthening the hands of Wicked- 
neſs. As becauſe one that Feared God, 
fell into Sin, Therefore thou wilt lye 
and wallow there. Becauſe once he was 
Catch'd in it, therefore thou wilt make 
the common Practice of it. 25 

Whereas. no man's Tranſgreſſion is 
for thy Imitation, but for thy Admoniti- 
en. And at the Good man's Falling, 
thou ſhould'ft take ſuch Warning; as 


to work out thy own Salvation with fear 


and trembling. | v 
Tell me not then of the Biggeſt 
man's Life, againſt the expreſs Cen. 
mand of God's Word. For th eat 
man will be made but the Greater Suf - 
ferer, for making bold to be ſo great a 
Sinner. Vea, let the Beſt man venture 


to do Wickedly ; and 'twill bring him, 


(like Peter,) to Weep bitterly. He muſt 
Re- 
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Repent, or he ſhall periſpd. David him- 
ſelf, (the mournful Inſtance in this 
caſe, for falling under the Guilt of ſuch 
a Sin,) Had not he got out of it, He 
would have been for ever undone 
it. | 
But the Godly man, thus overcome 
by Temptation, cannot, will not ſo A- 
bide, to his Condemnation. Nothing 
going ſo much againſt him, as to Sin 
againſt God: And that, Becauſe the 
Lord is his God. 


And here, indeed, lies the main 
force of the Reaſoning and Expoſtula- 
tion, [How can I do this great Wickeaneſ:, 
and Sin againſt God? ] | 


ſpurn, at my Father, my Preſerver, my 
eeper, my Saviour, my Comforter ; 
My Supream, my only Good; My 
chiefeſt Solace, my Exceeding Joy ? 
Has he Nouriſht and brought me up, 
and Fed and Cheriſnt me all along; 
That T ſhould go and wax Wanton a- 
gainſt him; and Trample down all the 
MAered Mounds ſet up by him? Shall! 
be ſo Vile, fo Navght, to Him ; thar 
Has ſtill fbew'd himſelf ſo 5 
| in 


What? Shall 1 offer to Kick and 


. we lacs od pat oo Hh HV S8 


oc E 


and Obliged me; That I ſhould fo e- 


_ Hiſtory of his Kindneſs to me: Moſt 
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Kind to me ? Has he ſo ſingularly Bleſt 


gregiouſly Slight and Affront him? 

O how can 1 do this Wickedneſs, and Sin 
againſt God; and ſuch a God! Tov 
Great, to be ſo Dared; Too Good, to 

e ſo Abuſed. Get thee behind me Sa- 
lan: Away from me, all ye wicked 
Companions, that would Tempr and 
pull me the wrong way: I will keep the 
Commandments of my God. To Depart 
from him, is Death: And'in his Favour, 
is all my Life. I will never forget his 
Love, and my Duty: Tis his Love 
that keeps me to my Duty ſo faithful- 


ly ; -and that 2 me $0 on with it 
15 cheerfully. Wonderful is all the 


graciouſly has he, all along, dealt 5 
me; And ſtill he goes on to do, 

how great Things for me? How then 
can I do the great Wickeaneſs, and Sin a- 
gainſt my God? © 


And after all that T have here pro- 
duc'd and urg'd againſt this Wickedneſs, 
Can any that Reads what I have now 
Wrote, have the face to take Part with 
it; or ſpeak a word in Favour of 10 7 

0 4 : Q 
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Can any go abayt to Gloze over ſuch a 


foul Matter? To Soften and Sweeten 
off the Lewd Pranks; as if they were 
ſcarce any Sins; but only ſuch faſbiona- 
Ble Modes, as the Abominable creatures 
might rather be Proud of, than caſt 
down about ? 

Yetalas ! How little does the Great- 
neſs of this Wickedneſs appear, in the 
Conduct and Practice of ſome ; and in 
.the words and diſcourſes of the moſt ? 
Are there not the Hardned Sinners,that 
can Flouriſh it off, againſt the Word of 
God, againſt the Light of Nature, and 
againſt rhe Senſe of all that are Wile 
and Sober? Say what you will, Tis 
Good in their Eyes: And ſtill they'll be 
Brutes, to commit all Unucleanneſs wit; 
Greedineſs. 

And that which ſome can make ſo 
Light of in their common Act ing, Others 
can make themſelves as Merry with, in 
their common Talking. Ah Lord! Who 
looks upon the Abomination, with La- 
mentation ? How few Reſent the Sin, 
ſo as to Cry for it, or but Cry out of 
it; and never mention ſuch Tranſgreſ- 
fion „but with accents of Indignati- 
on? 

Here then, 
Let 


„ „% „ n 
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Let me add ſome, brief Application, 
both to them that have Fallen; and alſo 
to ſuch as yet do Stand. 

1, To the Fallen, Whatever is paſt, 
Vet I would not give you up for Loft. 
Tho' you have Miſcarried, and been 
ſore endangered; You may be Raiſed 
and Recovered, healed and Accepted. 
But you mult be Cover'd with Confuſion; 
Broken in a deep Humiliation, and con- 
tent to bear the Lord's Indignation. Yea, 
there muſt be a real Converſion ; or there 
will be no Salvation. 

O lay to Heart the greatneſs of that 
Wickedneſs, againſt which all that ever I 
have ſaid is not too bad. So lay it to 
Heart; that God may not lay it to 
your Charge. So Judge your ſelves ; 
that you may not be Judged of the 
Lord. And ſo Turn from your Sin ; 
that you may not Die in it, to be for- 
ever Undone by it: But with ſuch Pe- 
nitent Publicans and Harlots, as Zache- 
« and Mary Magdalen, may enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; even before proud 


of their own Innocence. 
Yet, 
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Vet, in this caſe of the biggeſt dan- 
r, When the Tempter comes again, 
here muſt be Reſolution, and Vio- 
lence, to Reſiſt him. And ttis not for 
you to ftand Parlying with him: But 
give the ſhort anſwer, and flat Repulſe 
to him. Here Fortify your ſelves, and 
lay the ſtricteſt Engagement on your 
cart. That you may acqurt you like 
men, and Eſcape for the Life of Your 
Souls. 
Yea, not only forbear the Actual Sin, 
But throw away out of your Minds 
thoſe very Thoughts of it, which might 
be any Inducements, to caſt you ever 
again upon it. Let the Word of God 
dwell in you, to Keep off fuch vile com- 
pany from you. And flee the Idleneſs, 
the Fulneſs, and all thoſe Snares and 
Occaſions, by which, you know, you 
have been Catch'd. Take this great and 
Good man here for an Example, That 
you may do as he did, who have more 
need of ſuch Caution, than he had. He 
ſo avoided the Tempter, (Gen. 39.10.) 
That he hearkened not to her, to Lie by 
ber, or to be with her. For that very 
Company, which makes ſome fo Mer- 
Ty, caſts a Godly man into — : 
* 
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At leaſt, gives him Warning , to take 

ſuch Heed to himſelf, that he fall not 
n a Prey into their hands, Here then to 
n, Keep off, is to keep Safe. And if it 
grow to ſuch an Averſion; That the 
Or daughters of Heth make you weary of your 
ut Life, (Gen. 27. 46.) you are the more 


e like then, to eſcape ſuch Snares of 
ad Death. 

ur Take the Wiſe man's Advice then a- 
ke gainſt the Whoriſh woman, Prov. 5.8. 


a Remove thy way far from her; and come 

not nigh the door of her houſe. Get out 
n, of ſuch Harm's way : And find you 
ds ſomewhat elſe to do. Give your ſelves 
ht to the Prayers and Holy offices, that 
er { look quite another way, and will do 
0 you a far greater Kindneſs. Vea, Strive 
_ with Him in your Praying, who 1s rea- 
„ {| dy to Forgive you Returning, and alſo 
id able to keep you from Falling. 


1d 
* O think nothing too much to do, for 
5 your Recovery; Thoꝰ you uſe the great- 


le eſt Self. denial and Auſterity: If by any 
means, you may break out of the Snare 
by of the Devil, and flee from the wrath to 
»4 come. *Yea, count it rich and wonder- 
hs ful Grace from the Lord, if ever you 


* 2 
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be Delivered, where it is ſo very rare 
for any to make their Eſcape. As that 
great man has obſerved, of the Whore 
and her Haunters; Prov. 2. 18, 19. Her 
kouſe inclines to Death, and her paths to 
the Dead, None that go to her Return again; 
Neither take they hold of the Paths of Life. 
Is a very Doleful conſideration : God 
grant, that every Conſcious ſinner who 
Reads this, may be an Exception from 
that general Rule. 

O never can you be too Wary of 
meddling with that which will coſt you 
ſo dear ; and make you Curſe the time, 
that ever you — Repentance at ſo 
ſad a Rate: To give you everlaſting 
Torture, for a Tranſient pleaſure; and 
make you feel a kind of Hell within 
you here, Tho' you ſhould eſcape the 
dreadful Hell for ever. 

Foreſee then, the horrible A4frer-claps 
of thoſe Sins, which may now appear 
ſo full of Allurement in your eyes; as 
to inviegle your Hearts, O look out 
further, and you ſhal] know em better: 
(better) by thoſe Stings, which they 
leave behind; than by any ſweer Touchet, 
which now they give. And thus pre- 
vent the wiſbing too late, that you had 
been Wiſer, and adviſed better; Than 


ſo 
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ſo dear to Purchaſe em, as to Nn 


Peace and your Eaſe, your Credit and 
your Souls, for them. | 


2. You that think ye ſtand ſafe here, 
yet count not your ſelves too high for 
the Apoſtle's Caveat, 1 Cor. 10. 12. To 
take heed leſt ye Fall. If the Temper 
of your bodies, or the circumſtances of 
your Lives, do not precipitate and hurry 
you upon this deadly Gulf; Vet do not 
miſtake Frigidity for Chaſtity; Nor 
run into the Sin of Pride, Becauſe you 
think your ſelves Secure from that of 
Luſt. For tho' you wallow not in the 
Uncleanneſs, You cannot be fitted up for 
Heaven, to See the Lord, without Holi- 
neſs. | 

Be watchful then , even againſt the 
Heart- Adultery , as well as the Actual 
impurity. And be not Partakers with 
the Adulterers, ſo much as in your 
Thoughts : Either to think Favourably 
of em; Or there ſecretly to Foſter the 
Sin, and play the Beaſt within. Yea, 
count the Verbal Chaſtity, allo a part of 
your duty: And give no cauſe of jea- 
louſy to the company, That you 2 
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lewd Hearts ; becauſe they hear, that 
you have Looſe Tongues. 


You know, how faſhionable it is, to 
pick up Stories of Lewaneſs ; and dreſs 
'em up, as matter of Entertainment and 
Diverfien, for our Aſſociates: And ſeem, 
not alittle pleas'd to get 'em by the end, 
and tattle on, with no concern, but 
only ro turn over and over a Gameſome 
ſportive buſineſs, fit for Joque and 

ughter. Let this cuſtom be never ſo 
Uſual, *tis never the leſs Sinful. And O 
how much have the Guiky to anſwer, 

more than upon the fcore of their own 
ul Tranſgreſhon,) for giving the oc- 
caſion alſo of all this Corrupt commun:- 
cation; and ſuch wickedneſs of Playing 
with the great Wickedneſs; and fo, 
helping to Harden the World in it, by 
making ſuch a Paſtime ef it. | 

Bur this Playing with it, and Mock- 

ing at it, will never mend the Fault, 


nor wipe off the Fiich. No: The 
Wickedneſs cannot thus grow Leſs: 
Their Guilt will rather hereby wax 


much greater, who have the Impudence 
fo to Fool and ſport with the Beaſtlineſs 

and Abomination; upon which = 
| $ 


at 
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has paſt the Sentence of Death now, 
and Damnation hereafter ; which de- 
ſerves a Gibbet here, and Hell-fire for 
ever, 


Where's the Grace, or indeed, the 
Ingenuity, or but common Senſe and 
honeſty of thoſe men, who can ſo Jeſt 
with that, which is Abhorred by the 
Lord? Do not their Obſcene mouths 
betray their filthy Hearts: And make 
us too well know the Men by their Com- 
munication? For till they be more 
Cleanly in their Speech, as well as de- 
cent in their Port, and demure in their 
Looks, No other Arts to ſet off them - 
ſelves will ever hide the ſhame of their 
Nakedneſs. But out of their own 
Mouths, they'll be Judged ; and by their 
Words they Il be Condemned. And God 
will Laugh at their deſerved Deſtructi- 
en; as they did Laugh at the forbidden 


Abomination. 


Tho' in this Guilt there may be, not 
only Neighbours among themſelves ; 
but even ſome Magiſtrates, that ſhould 
make -the Offenders ſmart in your Bo- 

ies: 
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dies: Yea, or ſome Miniſters, that oy, 
ſhould throw Fire into their Conſcien- | WR 
ces, can yet have the hearts and Fore- 
heads, to make themſelves Merry with 
the Diſhonour of God, and the Dam- ee 
nation of Souls: Yet, whoever be this | 2: 3 
way Addicted, Inſtead of giving any 
Credit to the Cuſtom, They do bur be « 
draw a juſt Cenſure and Infamy upon 
their own Heads, Becauſe ſuch jocu- 
lar Deſ-ants on others Lewdneſs, do but | For 
betray the like evil Inclination of their | Pro 
own Hearts. When, inſtead of 44. | 
horring. the Wickedneſs, frowning up- Tal 
on it, and expreſſing their Indignation Le\ 
againſt it, They are ſo Tickled and | tre 
pleas'd, to Hear, and to Talk of it. der 
For how can I take him for an Hon ff He 
man, or her for a Modeſt woman, that , 
runs over the Narrative and Repetition | _ 
of Lewd pranks, with all ſeeming de- 
light and Satisfaction; as if they had 
found the greateſt Riches, or the ſweet- fees 
eſt Dainties ? Ton 


Is this thy Bewailing and Abhorring 
villanous Wiekedneſs; and Taking part 
with the holy God, againſt his nõtori- 
ous Enemies ? Is it not „ 

thy 
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thy ſelf an Acceſſary, and a Party? 
When, if thou . the ſame cia 
thou tabeſt Pleaſure in them that do em: 
Which the Apoſtle ſeems to make worſe, 
even than the things themſelves. Rom. 
1.32. And if thou art not one of 
'em, Vet thus thou ſheweſt thy ſelf, to 
be of the ſame Strain with em. | 
Yea, ſo thinking to. commend thy 
Wit, thou proveſt thy ſelf a very Fool. 
For who elſe do make a Mock of Sin? 
Prov. 14. 9. Ungodly Fools, are the 
worſt of all Fools; and in uſing their 
Talent, to Dro/ upon the Pranks of the 
Lewd; They audacioufly reflect upon 
the Word of God; As if all bis Thun- 
dering againſt 'em,, and Threatning 
Hell to em, ere but the Jeſting mat». 
ter, nothing to be Regarded by em. 


We are told, Jam. 1. 26. If any man 
ſeem to be Religious, and Bridle nat his 
Tongue , that man's Religion is wain: 
When the common Vein of his Speech, 
betrays his Heart to be but Light and 
naught ; Ir quite ſinks the Reputation 


of Kis Religion: And ſo he draws his 


own Character, little to his Advantage: 


Making him to be known for what he 


is; 
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is; when no better he Speaks: Till 
his Name at laſt, grows even as Noiſom 
as his Words. 

Who that Fears God, can endure to 
hear the looſe. Tongues of lewd Rakes, 
making ſuch rude Invaſions upon his 
tender Senſe ? *T would leſs offend the 
righr Sober Modeſt man , ſhould you 
Spit in his Face, rather than ſo to Load 
his Ears, with ſuch worſe than Dung- 
hill-filth ; as the moſt Salaciows Brutes, 
could they ſpeak at all, would be like 
to accoſt us with. . 


Either find, then, another Subject of 
Diſcourſe ; Or Talk of theſe things in 
Sober Sadneſ; : Not to Corrupt, but E- 
dify the hearers : Not to make Worſe, 
but Correct the Odious matters. Have 
no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
Darkneſs : but rather Reprove 'em. Eph. 
5.11. For if thou art not a Reprover 
of 'em, thou makeſt thy ſelf of the 
Confederacy with em. If thou canſt 
Laugh and Jeſt at the filthy Pranks, 


Thou comeſt too near within the 
Scrape, where the old Betrayer of Souls - 
is laying his Nets. Ar leaſt, thou be- 
trayeſt thy ſelf to be fo much a Mel. 

Wer 
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willer to the wicked Lewdneſs; that 
thou art more like to lend the Helping 
hand, to Promote, than to Suppreſs it. 
For how ready are the Vicious, to catch 
hold of any thing, that has but the 
leaſt Face of Encouragement, to em-' 
bolden em in their Licentious way? 
And when they obſerve others but to 
Laugh at. it, or talk pleaſantly upon it, 
They'll. be ready to conclude, That 
there's. more Sport, than Hurt in! it; 
and then take their Sin for a piece of 
Kindneſs to the Company, to make them 
ſo Merry. 

So that if really thou doſt Fear God, 
and deſireſt to prevent the Damnation 
of Souls, Thou'lt keep thy Laugliter 
and thy Jeſts for other Occaſions; and 
not be ſo forward to beſtow em, where 
they'll prove thee to be, not only an 
Impertinent Fool, but an Illi man. 


Let thy. Speech then be with Grace; 
Not to Pollute, but Profit. the Hearers 3 
And where any matters of Lewdneſs 
come under diſcourſe, Lay em with 
ſuch Gravity before the company; as 
may rather draw mY from dir mom 
a than 
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than Smiles from their Mouths. Never 
give thy- Tongue liberty to roll and i 
wallow in Smutt and Mire. But be as did 
much afraid of ſpeaking a Wanton word, rien 
as of doing a Laſciviaw deed. That all | upO 
the World, which knows thee, may be | cou 
fatisfied, not only of thy true 'Medeſty, | aw? 
but of thy ſerious Piefy ; and thy good | Was 
Deſign, and thy earneſt endeavour, to | the 
promote Religion and the Kingdom of | Wc« 
our Lord, and thy neighbours Salvation, | ſo 


together with thy own. s 1 
whe 

. ＋ 

The Concluſion. the: 


Thus, from the great Example of 
" Joſeph, that fruitful Bongh,whoſe Branches 
 everſpread the Wall ; Gen. 49. 22. I have 
gather'd ſuch Conſiderations, as ma 
ield Fruits, not only ſweet to the Taff; 
ber Healing and nouriſhing to the Sol. 
Wiſdom and Grace did fhine forth il- 
luſtriouſly in him : and Bleflings from 
Above and below, were heapt abun- 
dantly upon him. Gen. 49. 25, 26. 
Yet he had his Crofts, together with 
his Succeſſes: : And what Good man is 


nere that has not? Many are tho Trouble: 


of 
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of the Righteous : But the Lord delivers 
him out of em all. Pſal. 34. 19. This 
did Fofeph find, by a moſt happy Expe- 
rience. And the Happineſs was doubled + 
upon him, That none of his Troubles 
could ever ſhock his Virtues, nordrive 
away Integrity from him. His Gold 
was not Loſt in the Fire; but better for 
the Trial. He was Tempted, but not 
Worſted: And therefore Bleſſed. For 
ſo *tis pronounced, Jam. 1. 12. Bleſſed 
is the man that enaureth Rmptation: For © 
when he is Tried, he ſhall receive the Crown + 
of Life , which the Lord has promiſcd to 
them that Love him. | 

The Crown is for Conquerors : And 
he that confers the Grace upon em, has 
alſo ſecured. the. Glory to em. Rev. 2. 
20. De thoufaithful until Death; and 1 
will give thee a Grown of Life. Yea, be 
has a Throne, as well as a Crown for em. 
Rev. 3. 21. To him that Overcomes will 
þ grant ts ft with me, in my Throne : even 
4s 4 alſs Quercame, and am ſet down with 
my Father in hu Throne. 


And fo, the pious Jofeph , that was 
raiſed to be next the King of get, 
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ſhall be raiſed yt unſpeakably higher, 


Jo be next the i. g of Heaven. Such 
Tnour have all Gen "Saints. Be they 


* *never ſo much deſpiſed and Depreſſed 


now among men; I hey {hall ſhine and 
\ Reign for ever above, in che Glery of 
their Lord. 
The Promiſe, indeed, is not to them 
that only Fight; but allo Overcome. 
Thou mult therefore pur on the whole 
Armour of Go; To grapple with 
*:Temprations, as q Warrior; boy thou 
er a ON wot 


* 


. 


And here; to obtain a Filter y + will 

5 gice thee the moſt bright and laſting 
Glory. For no Genera can be ſo Re- 

nowned, in the Field of battel, To 

- tread down the eateſt Armies, and 

take the ſtrongeſt Cities; as the Chri- 

1 ſtinn- Champion, the Hithful and vali- 
arit Soldier of Jeſus, that ſtands his 

ground, and maintaiffchis on, againſt 
the Unclean Spirit; and per aH His In- 
fernal foes to flight. No Trophies 


more Honourable > than hoſk th t are 
” thus Won bi proc "th I. 
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from the vile Body. 
*the Allurement now to Entice: theè, 
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To deny thy ſelf, and keep under 
thoſe prevalent Corruptions in thee , 
which would get the Aſcendant over 


« thee, and make a baſe wretched Captive 


of thee, This is truly Great; and more 
than to keep any other Beſieged Fort, 
or give the Rout to ny other, formida- 
ble Foes. Thus thou halt become more 


than a Conqueror, through him that. Loved 


thee: And infinitely bettef Enſigns of 


Triumph than Lavrels,Palmis,orCrowns 
of Gold, ſhalt adorn thee. It camot 


now be told, or thought, what ſhafl he 
do. ie to thee; when the King of Hea- 


ven himſelf ſhal Honour thee. 


When, © therefore ,* thou art here 
*Tried. ;-* ah ſore Aﬀfaulted ; Never 


Theak and Field to the filthy Temper: 
But quit thee like a Man, in de- 


fending the Rights of thy noble 
Soul;  againft all Incurſions ariſing 


Whatever be 
Lock to the 5oy yet before thee For 
none of all His Barts in this World, 
which the Devil can offer to thee; 
will be of any conſideration, to 
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weigh with thee, If thou haſt but 
thy Wits about thee ; nor to make 
any manner of Compenſation , for 
the Loſs of that everlaſting Glory, 


which waits for thee. 


See. then thy Felicity, in the way 
of thy Duty. e true. to the Know- 
Edge which God has given thee , 
and fir _ the Grace of God that is in 
thee ;. To. make ſuch an effectual 
Reſiſtance againſt the deadly Enemy, 
That, he may Fly from thee. Never 
ſufer the known Deceiver, with an 
of his egregious Cheats, to Impoſe 
upon thee : But Reſft him, ftedfaft 
in the Faith ; and go forth in · the 
ſtrength of Chriſt, ; Strong in the 
Lord, and depending upon his Al- 


mighty Help. 


Go on fo Conquering and to Con- 
quer , all that ſtands in the way of 
| and Safety , thy Peace and 
thy Bliſs; Till thou reach to the 
happy. Retreat, the place of thy 

ever - 
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everlaſting Reſt: Where thou ſhalt 
commit Sin no more, nor be Tempt- 
ed to it, nor receive any farther 
Trouble for ever from it: But Tri- 
«mph over all thy Foes, with a Heart ful 
7. Eaſe ; and Rejoice in thy Bleiſed 

ord, with a Joy unſpeakable and ful of 
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